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To the Worſhipful 
THOMAS WALDEGRAVE 


| Of SMALBRIDGE, 
In| the County of SUFFOLK, Eſq; 


High Sheriff of the ſaid County, and one 
of His Majcſties Deputy Licutenants 
for the County of Eſex, and the 
ſaid County of Suffolk . 


Read in Plutarch of a pnadiZzrfe: and a 
PrncCariaeY, of one that was a great lower 
of 'Alexander, as he was a | accom- 
pliſh'd man ; and of another that was a lawer 
of him as he was his true and lawful Sove- 
raign; And-withont doubt to have a Prince 


SR Good and Vertuous, Heroich and Magnani- 


mous ; Obliging to'Subjet}s, Dreadful to Ene- 
mies ; Viflorrous -at home and abroad, inſ«- 
ruth that "hy his Goothneſs and Vertue he de- 
ferves'the Title of being Great, it -muft be the 
Pride and Honour of s 'qlt: But if here we 
flith, antl view-mt 'Majefly as well as good- 
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neſs; if we conſider not his Power and his 
Place as well as his Merit and Deſert, we may 
be qieaitarten lovers of Alexander, but no 
qinoCaomnd: lowers of the King; and in truth 
n0 more qualifi d to be Subjefts, than was Phoe- 
nix and' Prothytes when they would have en- 
franchis d and Commonwealth'd the Thebans ; 
than Pemerrius and Nicanor when they would 
have ſet up Ammyntas againſt him ; than Cal: 
fander and Jolla when waiting upon his Cup, 
they would have adminiſtred poyſon to him. 
But, 
Sir, It is Your Charafler ( Craterum cu 

Hephaſtione ) ſo to love your King, as to be an 
admirer and aſſerter both of His Perſon and 
His Power, and with Heart and Hand. equal: 
ly to engage for both,” A Loyalty, juſtly chal- 
lenging amulation as. well as commendation, 
on which, in ſpight of all the Apoſtates of the 
age, is every mans gu and bougden duty, as 
well as known to be Jour firm and open pra- 
Alice; and how far the County hath been in- 
fluenc'd thereby, and the tide flemm'd ever 
( when the raging flouds of a new found loyal- 


ty had almoſt wajb d the old away ) the preſent 


change of affairs may eaſily diſcover. Its enough 
| for me that honeft diſcourſes might be 9s 


er 


; Epiſtle Jedicatory. 


that I could aſſert my Princes right, and not 
be told that my little learning had made me 
mad, or that my greater. wy ( which is but 
my juſt tribute ) had hurried me on to be a 
betrayer of my Religion: Wherefore if what 
here I offer, happen to be too hot for the age, 
and therefore cenſur d; be pleas d to blame 
Tour ſelf for calling me , firſt to the Pulpit,and 
now to the Preſs; for reſolv'd I was, from the 
time you preſs d me into your Service, and 
made me one of your retinue,, to keep pace in 
daring Loyalty as near as I could unto your ſelf, 
and ſhall ever fludy to abound in that wertue, 
as knowing, the more Loyal the more Chriſtian, 
and far better no to be 


Long-Melford, Suff. 
Sepr. 9. 1683. 


Your truly devoted Servant 
and Chaplain, 


NATH. BISBIE.. 


ade You, and not threatned with the Pillory; PIN 
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(1) 


JUDGES : xvi. 6. 


In thoſe days there was no King in Iſrael, but 
egery man did that which was right in' his 
own eyes. 


That which brings on my Text, 
and gives 1t 1ts riſe, 1s this, 


The man Micah had an houſe of Gods, and 
made an Ephod and Teraphim, and conſe- 
crated one of his Sons, who became his Prieſt. 


FT H E Jewiſh Rabbins long ago have obſerved, 
That there were three Crowns indi- 
ſpenſably requiſite to make a Nation happy ; 
M2bB N21), NA 1N2) MIN IND The Crown of 
the Judge, the Crown of the Prieſt, and the Crown 
of the King : that of the Judge, tor the Peace and 
Happineſs of the State ; that of the Prielt, for the 
Welfare and Eſtabliſhment of the Church ; that of 
the King, for the Proſperity and Flouriſhing both of 
Prieſt and Judge, of Church and State. And the 
Grecians have Tuckily lighted upon an Etymology 
for the ſame, Baoinev; quaſi Baou T3 Azy, as if he 
were the People's only baſis and ſupport; pinning 
them up, and keeping them together, that the 

dropnot into a confuſion like a tottering Wall, whoſe 
B foundation 
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(2) 

foundation is ſunk and gone. For if there be no 
Magiſtrate ( no King ) 3992 ©wNn Ny? NR WR 
one man will eat up another alive, the rich will op- 
preſs the poor, and the poor devour the rich, every 
one bidding battle and defiance to their Neighbour, 
till they have turned our Cities into Dens, and our 
Villages into Foreſts for Wolves and Tigers to in- 
habit ; Creatures, leſs ravenous and much more or- 
derly in themſelves, than unruly Man ( that ravenous 
Creature Man ) when let looſe into the V®rld, 
and without a King to govern Him. This the Jews 
full well experienced ; for in thoſe Days whey there 
was mo King in Iſrael ( and it ſeemeth there had 
been ſuch days there, as well as here) every man 
did that which was right in his own eyes. 

We may call this the Crown-Text, a Text Royal ; 
not only tacitly adjuſting the right of Kings, but 
openly ſhewing the grand inconveniences and mil- 
chiefs that ariſe from want of their InſpeCtion and 
Government, We may talk of Arrows by day, 
and of Peſtilences by night ( of waſting and con- 
ſuming judgments) judgments ! that leave not one 
ſtone upon another; but turn Cities of men into 
Golgothas and places of Sculls; Fruitful and Plea- 
{ant Vineyards into barren and naked Wilderneſſes 
for the Oſtrich and the Ow/ to dwell in ; but of all 
the fatal boding Calamities that ever happened to a 
Nation, or indeed can, there is not ( nor ever was ) 
any like that of Anarchy : for if there be no King, 
every man will play Rex, and be a Lord of Miſrule, 
and do whatſoever his Luſts, his Intereſts and Paſſi- 
ons ( which are always prone to be wild and extrava- 
gant ) ſhall ſay, will be good for him to do. So that 
we have the Commonwealth of 1/rae/, 

I, Labouring 


(3) 

r. Labouring under great and manifold Di: 
orders; Every man did that which was right in hit 
own eyes, 

2, We have the true Reaſon and Cauls of thoſe 
Diſorders; In thoſe days there was no King in 
Iſrael. Look we, 


1. Into the Diſorders that then, and at that time 
infetted and infeſted the Land ; Every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes: VYy2 WT what 
ſeemed right and good to him, from WW? redtwmeſſe 
vel wvideri; To him, and in his own eyes good ; 
but bad, ſtark naught in themſelves and in the eyes 
of God ; ſobad, that (as at that time there was no 
King in 1/rae/, ſo ) if there had been no God in 
Heaven, they could not have been much worſe. 
Andlet but men (I mean the generality of men, the 
woAXoi, the rude and ungovernable Multitude ) once 
arrive at that which they call Liberty and Freedom, 
to do what pleaſeth them and what ſeemeth good 
in their eyes; and the. Land ( within as few Days 
perhaps as it was with NVoahs flood ) will be overrun 
with an Inundation and Deluge of Impiety, In- 
juſtice, Villany. We ſhall be nothing but Teagues 
and Toryes, Banditti and enleagued Borderers; no 
Society or Company of Men, bur an Herd of Wolves 
and of Bears ; a Band and Fraternity of Schiſmatical 
Furies, Arheiſtical Debochees, Bloody and inhu- 
mane Cannibals; Legion will be the Name, the 
Prince of the Air the General, and the Houle divided 
againſt ir ſelf our Rendezvouze and Caſtle. And 
if our eyes be our own, we may take the truth of 
what is offered from the Jews before us; they were 
all for that which was right in their own eyes, and what 


B 2 was 
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7 was that ? but to make themſelves Idols and to Con- 

ſecrate their own Prieſts; to ſpoil Houſes of their 

— Goods, and Women of their Chaſtity ; to cut poor 

innocent mens Throats, and to depopulate as well as 

deflower a Nation ; 1/7ael no longer, but a Bethavesn 

and a Babel; a Stage of wickedneſs, and a Theatre 

of Confuſion. The Landskip whereof caggivt be 

over-pleaſing to the SpeCtator ; and yet tA 4h a 

unto my Text, it will be requiſite to make a further 
Cnquiry 


ft 
1. Into the nature of the Diſorders; 
2, Into the number of the Oftenders. 


1, Into the Nature of the Diſorders; all Mon- 
itrous, Horrid, Prodigious : There were no ſuch deeds 
done or ſeen from the day that the Children of Iſrael came 
wp out of the Land of Egyst, unto thoſe Days ( Chap. 19. 
9s ) Put all the provocations that had any where 

appened in the Wilderneſs together, add to them 
the many prevarications that had been acted in the 
time of Joſhus, and no ſuch Crimes ( none ſolewdly - 
vile) hadever all that while been perpetrated, as in 
thole days when there was no King in 1/rael. 
Would you have a Catalogue of them ! They hear 
O Heavens, and be aſtoniſhed O Earth| Schiſm 
and Idolatry ( thoſe curſed abominations ) begin 
them; Sacriledge and Theft follow ; then marches 
W horedom, Rape, Adultery ; after theſe, Murder, 
Bloodſhed, Civil War; then Parents kill their 
Children, and Children their Parents; one part of 
ahe Land riſeth up againſt the other ; Tribe ſetteth 
againſt- Tribe, City againſt City, all embroiled 
Cand eagerly on th, to undo, deſtroy and root 
out 


($ 


out each other. Such lewdneſs in 1/-ael, and ſo 
generally, ſo warmly purſu'd (as you may ſee in 
this, and the enſuing Chapters to the end of the I»- 
rerregnum:) that Hell it ſelf with all her black inhabi- 
rants in. ſo ſhort a time could not well be ſuppoſed 
to have-outdone them : Sine Rege,ſine Lege, ſine Fide ; 
withouaKing, without Law, without Religion. 
Loth 1:av to make Eng/and the after-ſcene, or to 
run aperallel of her ditorders with thoſe of Iſracls ; 
for though in our late Anarchy we were as bad as 
any (as the Jews themſelves, even in thoſe days 
when there was no King ; nay, as in thoſe days 
when they Crucified and Murdered their King) yct 
Cham was accurſed for expoling his Parents naked- 
neſs; and I had rather you ſhould make the Jews 
your ſpeQtacle, and from them and their miſcarri- 
ages, learn tobe more Loyal, and henceforth to love 
a King( your King ) the better. But to make up the 
meaſure of their iniquity, we muſt conſider 


2. The Number of the Offenders ; Every man did 
that which was right in his own eyes. Some ( noque- 
ſtion ) there were who had not bowed their knee to 
Baal, that even in thoſe days did, and would do 
what was right in Gods eyes and not in their own ; 
and were as good as others could then be bad : But 
as for the generality of the land, they were utterly 
corrupted ; Ephraim, Dan, in77 ar Ephraim in the 
midſt, Dex and the men of Gibeah in the two ends 
thereof ; ſo that this [cvery man] is expreſſive of the 
greateſt part ; for not anly the more looſe and prc- 
fane, but the more preciſe and religious too were thus 
wickedly given; not only thievingDan and adulterous 
Gibeah, but devout Mzcah, the young maa his Preys 
[4 
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who became his 


® (6) 
the old Saint his mother ; one of theſe did 
what was right in their own eyes ; which brings' on my 
Text (three times in this, and the enſuing Chapters 
ſet down, but in rhis firſt and) upon occaſion of 
this Micah's felf-inftituted Place and Worſhip ; for 
The man Micah had an houſe of Gods, and made an 
Ephod and Teraphim, and conſecrated one of his Sons, 

Prief. Where we have the whole of 
his iniquity diſplayed ; and if we will but take in 
what was faid of him in the preceding verſe, that 
he had before this a Grave» and a Molten Image by him 
for the ſaid Houſe { which according to Grotizs 
was an Altar with other the Utenſils thereunto be- 
longing) we have then all the prime and chief fur- 
niture of the Tabernacle, that was by God himſelf 
m— for the Service thereof: and yet it was 
an evil, 

1. That he had an houſe of Gods; PRINR ( the 
word is altogether Plural, but uſed moſtly Singular ) 
an houſe of God, a Bethel, a ſeparate place of his 
own ſetting up: /diculam ſroe capellam, as ſome in- 
terpret it, a Chappel of eaſe, a Religious place of 
his own, diſtin arid ſeparate from that of publick 
aſhgnation at Shiloh, whereunto all were bound to 
reſort. Neither can this interpretation be quarrelJed, 
provided you will but conſider that place in the 
Twelfth Chapter of Dewteronwomy, which is the firſt 
place, (if I be not miſtaken, ) wherein this phraſe of 
Every mans doing right in his own eyes, is uſed, Ton ſhall 
not do after the things which we ao here this day, every 
man what is right in his own eyes, ( that is, worſhip 
where, and in what place you pleaſe, as hitherto 
hath been done in the Wilderneſs) but when you go 
over Jordan, and dwell in the Land which the Lord = 
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God ive you to inherit, then there ſbal be aplact 
Ce eeTord our God ſhall chooſe to cauſe his 4. FL 
dell there, thither ſhall you go: So that Micah's Houſe, 
and Mica/'s Separation, was one of thoſe Evils that 
then peſtered the Land. Nay, for the palliation of 
this Evil, and to make the Service ( therein per- 
formed ) look more innocent, and more like the 
Service of the Tabernacle, 

2. He made him an Ephod. Now an Ephod was 
a Sacerdotal Garmeat, proper for the Tabernacle 
and the uſe of the High Prieſt, never to be uſed but 
in Divine Worſhip and at the moſt ſolemn ſervices 
of the Tabernacle. A Garment deſigned by Micah, 
that the Prieſt of his Houſe might every way be clad 
like one of Gods Prieſts; and appear not only Grave 
and Sacred in his Habit,but as Jure divino, like as the 
very beſt of thoſe, who were of Gods nomination 
andappointment. Moſt evident it is, that when the 
Danites went up to ſurpriſe Laiſþ (Chap. 18. 5, 14.) 
they conſulted this Ephod; and that too, with as 
much Veneration and Devotion, as if it had been the 
very Ephod of the SanQtuary, which had the Urim 
and the Thummim, and from whence ( as from be- 
tween the Cherubims)) God was pleaſed to give forth 
his Anſwers. He had allo, 

3}. His Teraphim, What this Teraphim was, whe- 
ther /oquens imago, a blearing bleating Image, craf- 
tily ſer at work by the Incantations and Charms of 
the Knaviſh Prieſt its Familiar, to give out its 
Myſterious Oracles and Unintelligible Anſwers to 
the over-credulous unwary Multitude ; or whether 
an Aſtrological Engine ſhaped and tigured like unto 
the Cherubims of the Tabernacle, to dilcover the 


Planetary Motions. and AſpeQts of the Heavens 
: ( whereby 
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' ( whereby a Gueſs and Predition was tobe made of 

things that were to come ) is not much to our preſent 

concern : Certain it is, they were uſed N\vny nyTy 

for the foretelling of furure Events, and in all proba- 

_ deſigned to Cap and SuPPIy not only the want 
e 


of the Urm and the Thummim, but the very Cheru- 
binical voice it ſelf, which was confined to, and went 
along with the eſtabliſhed Prieſthood. The word 
it ſelf is uſed in a good, as well as in a bad ſence; 
particularly Hof. 3. 4. it being there threatned 
as a judgment upon 1/rae!, that they ſhould abide 
many days without a King, and without a Sacrifice, 
and without an Ephod, and without a Teraphins. 
But this alſo became an evil to him, for ſoit is recorded 
among other his evil deeds, that he made him a 
Fawgling The laſt thing mentioned of him is, 

4. That he conſecrated for himſelf a Prieſt ; his 
own Son firſt, ( one neither of Aarons Lineage nor 
of his Tribe ) willing that any one ſhould be his 
Prieſt, rather than not have one of his own ; after- 
wards ( for the more Solemaity of the thing, and to 
ſeem more Conformable to the Divine ;alifeurion ) 
a Levite; one in Holy Orders, but of the meaneſt 
rank, and no leſs irregular and unlawful than the 
former, it being permitted to none to take the Prieſts 
Office upon them, but who were Deſcendents of 
Aayon { though indeed not much matter who it be, 
nor how dreſſed; nor ifat all conſecrated, provided 
he will but uſurp the Prieſthood and give out his 
EdiQs to the Brotherhood of the Gild, as his in- 
ſpired brain and the home-madeT eraphims ſhall diate 
to him. © I know there are ſome, that make this 
Micah's Religion to be perfect Idolatry, and down- 
right Apoſtaſie from the Religion that Almighty 


God 
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joyful that he had got one of Gods Levites to be his 
Prieſts? or to make ſo many applications to the true 
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fognla 7) ri. ( Puritan like) in-a ſepa- 
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t. To its att SE 7 | \ 

* 2. Tits at ority Soveraign ; 

3. In its cont} nuance Heredirary. at « which 
conveniencies and advantages were wanting at that, 
time in the bh goperuiponne of Iſrael (as ſhall more at 
large to appear out of the hiſtory of thoſe 
ray mnplained the want of which, ; 2p _e os 
much< air on) came upon them 1 
tg, wh pow yrs rficulars. out, T ſhall ſettle the 
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compute) all the yea Ee pI to Ochwel, dying 
with or rs the e time as phos How- 
_ ever in {fg e days there was no ers there 
were ( Fo rf heard) of” the oe FIng and every 
Elder nt 5ſomE conceive) go overning his own Fribs ; 
There were moreover-the 00, ) { oy Sanedri by Tu- 
rintending and governing the whole Natiqn of the 
Wraclitss; Nay, L for part of thoſe PR ke re” = 
a'Judge among them : ; and, yet great" oppreſſiop, fre TE: 
ent diſorders, and all occaſioned bY s the want. of 
a'King. Which ſhews, "That, ir vl Aces 
nor Democracy, the Ruleof the obles,nor the Rule 
of the People ( be it by — =— pear their Repre-" 
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almoſt always thus to the end of the whole govern- 
meat of the Judges :. which argues, that the nearer 
the advance 1s made to Kingſhip, the ncarer people 
getto Order and good Government ; and the further 
any ſtand off, ſtill the worſe;and every day worſe ;.for 
when there was not ſb much as a Judge among them, 
they fell not only into fin but into ſlavery. Soit hap- 
ned in the Interregnum between Foſbxz and Othniel, 
they were,oppreſſed by Cyſpez eight years (ch.3.8. ), 
by Eglon, upon the death of Orhnri/ eighteen years. 
(ch. 3.14), by Jebin upon the death of Ehadtwenty 
years (ch.4.2.), by Midjan ypon the death of Debo- 
reh ſeven years (ch.6.1.), by Ammon upon the death 
of Jair cqppecgn ears ,(ch.10.8.), by the, JV pt 
upon the death of 4bdon forty years (ch.13.1.), In all 
an hundred and*eleven .years ; ſhvery enough ( if 
people would be taught any thing ) to. convince them 
of the neceſſity of a King and. Kingly government, 
as likewiſe of the defeQs,. imperfeCtions, calamities 
of all other rule, though it be that of a Senate or a 
TT taping 

. A King {uppoſeth a power Soveraign ; -One .o 
a ONS MT cſeiſable authority ; —_ to 
all,. to the very; Senate and Sanedrim : To: whom 
the appeal muſt lye, and from whom the final and 
decretory Sentence muſt come ; accountable to none 
but to God, who is the King of Kings, and the laſt 
Judge of men, 


knowing that he muſt one day account tothe God 
who made him a man, and then gave him his 
authority. - A perſon ( I fay ) of ſuperiour and un- 


controllable authority, for otherwile he. is not, Su-. 
ff the” Judges of the 
land; 


preme, and noþetter than one 


in Conſcience oblig'd to da- 
no-evil' himſelf, nor to ſuffer others to-do it; as- 
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&77 . rl forthe hs we the Texter the Prime and 


of the reſt; had the chief honour and con- 
dudt ut always ſubſervient to, and controllable by 
the Sanedrim ; which bred mighty delays, bo 
— many and laſting, confulions : 
upon bei and rired out by the defies of 
that kindo COVErnont; they fly ro Sonnel, Give 
« « King; and to.Gideon, Be thou s Kin (a Sove: 
yn. to «, who by an” inficrenc fupe ding, 
may-in times of neceſficy" and darn 

only Glee the Fa&ion of Tribes; but the hear wr 
Senators ; for they alfo may be faulty, as mthie 
of Kpreh, where no leſs chan rwo fiundted: + ON 
Princes'of aha up 
—_ , Probably* rhis was the” DE = 
they faidto' Stmuel,' Give us'« Kine like other Natio 
(1 Sm. 8:5.) ; not avif" rhey weredefitons to'be";ty- 
rannized over, or-made 1 rmtnrack noel was 
often were;.that's a thing rhey 
torerather than endtre the Abbot miſet 
barbariſms, that the jealouſies, delays, . 
of®the Demagognesand met of renown inthe Sat) 
drim uſed” to-expaſe-thern unto: And” whar-if! t 
Ptince/ſtonld' be perfonally. ERR, Refs DE: 

experience coverous, , , ng tl 
ord emi | ty.concerns, anteraron | 5 
jaſtice, t vecafions' to ind a revenge? 
Nay, what if /Vabor#s Vine virdbito, be 
V dls of 'He'Terple 1 to' be {rote torfinnd ſap 
tobe altered ?' If itie/& doings are {b cridiinall ſb/ohts 
wr] ſo formidable; when panting to'one; what 


be anc or are the & Senciments' 
fm? it intereſts'and ated inal 
the cornevs » ryeks te ang! Put'the _ 
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bad as youcan; and what ifthis be the manner of the £707 
Sing {45 Fever e tells the people, 2 Sam. 8.11.) That 
be will take your ſons, and appornt them for humſelf, for 
his chariots and his borſ\men ; and ſet them to ear his 
rora, ayd to-meke his inſtruments of war ? and what if 
he dhe your fields, your vineyards, and your oliveyards, 
and give thensta bis officers and Servants? This is the 
worlt that the very worſt of them will do: But put 
the caſe that this be done ; yet if chere-be a Decem- 
wir as at Rome; if thirty 'Tyrants, as at 4ihens; if 
two hundred nd ffty, as in the Aſſembly of he 1 
xdefizes ; Theſe may all (and every oneof them } be 
$ bad, as laſcivious, 2s covetous, as oppreſhive, as- 
eſignjng.as that One; and'ſa the Tyranvuy, oppreſſi- 
n, impiety be much. greater and- more {preading,. 
ut not. {0 eaſily cuzd, oor. ſwell endur'd. I am 
apt to think, that if.our late Calamicjes./ which laſt- 
not full twenty. years). ware, well-reflatted upoo, . 
there would be found mare Tyranny. to. Have: been 
exerciſed, rhore. outrages to. have. been. committed; 
more injuſtice to hays been done by the: Afſemblers 
: Senatory af theſe (hh, than. ever there. can. be 
und NI all ogr Kings fnce wehave had a+ Mo- 
narehy, or ? wha 5 alrogether. the. Ge.) | fince we 
Rn Ales forakations Hereditary; a King-with 
+ 3-. A Kan one eary-; king. w1 
af Hey and known Suecedſor at hand toftep into his 
lace as ſoon as eyer he. himſelf is gone. :\the 
aclizes” (full (nfible. of the: want of fuch a King } 
alt unto Gideon, rule chow over. we, tho. aud hy fon 
pe ow fon. 4k Han) profecing theeeky:am ea 
tai! and \inherztance;; aod: intimating, that they 
ps pete be, well npnons of danger, gill cheg-had 
a Kips.;, pots Judgy- Cir, ſo Gideon. was, aud had 
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done as great and as valiatit things as ever any Tu 
had Jooe.): but a King ; and a King, with Off- ge 
and Progeny to ſucceed and to rule without. any i»- 
terregnums or new choice, which had too too often 
proved faftious and tedious, and moſtly fatal. Thus 
the looſneſs of Laiſh was aſcribed to this inconveni- 
ence, there was no Magiſtrate, WY WW no heir 
of reſtraint, no certain and apparent Succelſor to 
the Throne c<:18.17.) And indeed interregnums are 
always pregnant of miſchief and of miſery ; never 
any of them hapned in 1/7ael ( and yet happen they 
did, andever will, where there is not a certain Heir 
to ſucceed) but they brought along with them all 
manner of Confuſion and Oppreſſion : which very 
thing made'the Tfraelites ſo eager to have a King wit 
Poſterity and Succeſſion attending ; never happen- 
ing till King Davids time, and from the. reign of 
Solomon ( his Son and Succeſſor ) never put”by as to 
Judah from the Primogeniture ahd right Heir,. This 
15a moſt certain truth, that none i]! imately bora 
could inherit, Thow ſbalt not inherit in oxr fathers houſe, 
( ſay the Grbeonires concerning 7epithe, <<, 11.2.) 
for thou art the {ors F range 1 , va# : but if are 
rate and firſt borti of the family, there, was no pro- 
ſcription_/ no Bill of Excluſion.) to be made; no- 
thing being ever accounted” 'more Horrid and' vile 
among the 1/raelites thati ro ſnarl, diſturb, interrupt 
or dil the Inhefitatice.” Nay,” though there a 
been more wives in the caſe (the' wrong loved, an 
the righthated ) yet the firſt-borg of the h pile 
to have the: Inheriratice ; ,che riobt of the firſt rn is 
his, ( Deut,21.1 7); So 7 | 


{et limits to the Mo- 


har to 
narch,' or to minorate and_& reſ$ him' in his, Pre- 
rogative, Supremacy, FW 00 "to fob Jac 
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(17) | 
of her King ; and in truth to put no difference be. 5 Ag. 
tween a King and an Elder of the Sanedrim, or at 
the beſt, between a King and an ordinary Judge, 
put on and off according to the humor and inſolence 
of every deſigning, prevailing Fattion. Certainl 
it is not a Purple Robe, nor a Reed put into the _ 
that will make I/rae/ a King ; the Gs ſo ſerved our 
Saviour, and withal bowed the Kee unto him, ſaying, 
Hail King of pod 1 : but ( ſays the Text) they fir 
ſtripped him, ana then they mocked him: and in ſooth 
if Kings come once to be {tript of their own Robes ( 1 
mean their J«r4 regni, their Preheminences, Rega- 
lities, Dignities, whereby they come to be Kings and 
to excell others) I cannot ſee but they are 'worthil 
made the People's ſcorn ; and — Princely clad, 
yet no better than a Suppolititious Perkiz, or a bare 
King of Clouts. Nay, I cannot ſee, but that if 
King Adonibezek ( notwithſtanding his eight Kings 

roſtrated and captivated by him) be himſelfro be 
und and ſhackled at the will, and by the Votes of 
his SubjeAs, He muſt be adjudged to be himſelf en- 
flay'd, and as far (inreality ) trom being a King in 
Iſrael's ſence, as thoſe very Captivated Kings were, 
who lay gathering their Meat under his T able with their 
Thumbs and their Toes cut off, But to end this ; 
The Rabbins have a ſaying, that there were three 
things enjoyned the Ioaelites ( whilſt they were in 
the Wilderneſs ) to be performed by them when they 
entred into Caneax ; N29) PIBY rl. 4 var ning? 
©7ppn 2 TM NY) 12D DN? to root out 
the memory of Amalek, to choole them a King, 
and to build them an Houſe for a Sanctuary ; the 
firſt whereof ( if they had proceeded regularly, as 


Scickard upon Maimonides obſerves) was to chooſe 
D them 
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them a King. Its true they diſpleaſed. Samuel in 
doing it ( 1 Sam. 8.6. ) ; nay, Godtells them, that 
by ſo doing they had rejetted him alſo, ( verl. 7.) ; from 
which = other like places the Rota-brained Repub- 
lican takes an occaſion to Blaſpheme God and the 
King, and to decry their Government as if it were 
not only Tyrannical but Anritheocratical ; and yet 
God promiled Abraham ( ſoon after that he promiſed 
him the Land) that Kyznes ſhonld come out of his Loins 
(Gen. 17. 6.) ; and by prediction from Facob, that the 
Scepter ſhould not depart from Judah till Shiloh came, 
Gen. 49. 10, and as they were going to the Land, 
he informed them what manner of King they were 
to chooſe, when they came thither (Dewr. 17.15.) ; 
Yea, and when choice was made of Say, God 
owned him, and promiſed bleſfings along with him, 
provided they would but fear God and walk in his 
ways (1 Sam. 12. 14.); nay, the Scripture brands all 
the Malecontents and thoſe who refuſed to congra- 
tulate his Choice, for Sons of Belia/(1 Sam. 10. 27.). 
So that if the I/rae/ites oftended in asking a King, it 
was in forma non jure petenai, in the manner of ask- 
ing, and notin the thing it ſelf: either becauſe they 
did it ina Seditious Tumultuating manner, affeQing 
Innovation in the Government as ſome do conceive ; 
or in an affrontive way to Samuel their preſent Judge, 
as others imagine; or to a wrong and evil deſign, 
LOping thereby to make an alteration in the ella. 
bliſhed Religion of the Land,as a third ſort think. All 
which were not only_evil in themſelves, but ver 

culpable, and juſtly provoked God to ſay, that He 
would give them a Kjng in his Anger: however 
the deliring or having a King was not evil in it ſelf; 
for God gave them one upon their requeſt, and 


when 
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when that 'Perſon was dead, he appointed them 
another ( even David, a man after | his own 
heart; ) and under. that kind of Government 
he continued them ſo long as he continued 
them in C4242». Which intimates, that the having 
a King in Iſrael ( JD one of a Soveraign power, 
with a "Zy BWV with an Heir of reſtraint at his 
back ) was one of the bleſſings of the Land of 
Canaen; and the moſt proper Government that a 
Nation can wiſh for or have, which endeavours after 
a peaceable and happy ſettlement. Judges will not 
do alone; neither Foſbxs nor the High Prieſt mult 
preſume-too far 3 nay, the Sanedrim it ſf mult be 
modeſt and humble ; theſe and every one of theſe in 
their proper Spheres may help on the bleſſing, but 
to make a Nation perfettly happy ( Canzaz like ) 
God mult give them a King. - For though he had 
often changed their Government before, trom Cap- 
. tains to Judges, from Judges ro Prieſts, yet having 
onee giventhem a King, he there reſts; as having 
brought all to perfeCtion, and never changed any 
more. Which argues, that Kings are not only 
Divine, bur the belt if not the only means tomain- 
tain--the peace, and to- propagate. the- welfare of 
a Nation. And {ſo we pals from the firſt cauſe 
of thoſe miſchiefs that defel the Iſraelites, they had 
no JD noKing ; unto the Second, and that was, ' 


2, Becauſe the Magiſtrates and Judges (who 
then had the Rule) nepleted their office, and 
neither ſuppreſfed ſin, nor puniſhed the offender, 
which was all one as 1t they had had no King in 1/-e/. 
It is ſaid of the inhabitants of LaiſÞ (afterwards Dan) 
that they lived careleſs, and after the manner of the 

D 2 Ryjdonians ; 
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Zjdonians; in Luſt and Luxury, in Vice and Idle- 
neſs, in Idolatry and Prophaneneſs; and the reaſon 
given for it is ( Chap. 18. 7.) that there was no Magi- 
ftrate in the Land to put them to ſhame in any thing; 
Magiſtrates there were, but none that would enforce 
the Laws, or -proſecute the offenders; none that 
would reſtrain them in their Vices, or be ( as the 
Apoſtle phraſeth it ) 4 terror to evil aoers, The very 
caſe of the I/raclites before us, for Magiſtrates they 
had, as the Jewiſh Writers themſelves confeſs; but 
withal ſo backward and tardy in atting like Magi- 
ftrates, as if they had been afraid to be Gods Depu- 
ties ; ſo ſhy of executing the Laws, as if ( like Dr«- 
cs) they had been wrote in blood; and again 
fo fearful of puniſhing, as if the whipping a Micah 
had been the Martyring a Saint; whereas Magi- 
ſtrates ought not to prevaricate in their office. 
St. Paul exprelly tells them, they muſt not bear the 
Sword in vain ; not hold it in their hands as if it were 
a bare Scepter of ornament for themſelves, but uſe 
it as a Sword to be «4 revenger, and to execute wrath 
»pon them that do-evil, Neither ought the wholſom 
precept of Charity and forgiveneſs (which our bleſſed 
Saviour ſo often, and ſo earneſtly inculcates ) ener- 
vate, much leſs evacuate this power ; for it doth not 
hinder Parents from chaſtiling their offending 
Children, nor Maſters from correGting their rebell- 
ous Servants ; this were to licentiate Diſobedience, 
and to give a toleration to Diſorder. Suffer but 
this, and the Parent ſhall not rule his Child, nor 
the Maſter his Servant, no more than the Prince his 
Subjet ; nay, ſuffer but this, and the Child will 
ſoon make his Parent paſs through the fire for him 


to Moloch ; the Servant will ſoon bore the iovs.of 
S 


his Maſter ; and the Subje@ get into the Throne of 5 


his Soveraign, and be a thouland times more inſo- 
lent than He. Let but this immunity be proclaimed 
as a Voice from Heaven, and the world will foon be 
in flames about our ears. The children of God will fall 
in Love with the daughters of Men, and the daughters 
of Men as ſoon produce a race of ſtrong and mighty 
Giants ; (a Crew of ſtubborn, wilful, diſobedient 
men) ſo mighty, that neither Reaſon ſhall perſwade, 
Kindneſs oblige, nor Government hold ; Mex 4 
renown and famous in their Generations (ſuch as Kprah, 
Dathan, and their accomplices were ſaid to be ) ; 
Giants Non tam corporum mole, quam latrociniis & 
graſſandi libidine, Mighty not fo much in bulk as-in 
Wall, not in body as in Humour ; Mighty by their 
Stubbornneſs and FaQtion, by their Wickedneſsand 
Villany, to overthrow and confound a Nation: 
Wherefore let me perſwade you ( Youwhoare the 
preſent Guard of our Country ; the eyes to find out, 
and the hands to puniſh Offenders)that as you have a 
King Enthron'd, ſo you would uſe your endeavours 
(as 1n Duty and Conſcience you are bound ) to keep 
and preſerve him on his Throne, Let not the 
mighty Giants nor their Weavers-beams (care you ; 
think not that Daz and Benjamin ( the Raviſhers of 
Women, and the Riflers of Houſes ) are our only 
MalefaQors ; but let Ephraim and his Idols, Micah 
and his Houſe of Gods be alike enquired into, and 
punifhed ; Practices ſuiting only Anarchy, and the 
worſt of Days when there is no King ! and therefore 
ſince we have a King, let theſe praftices ( I pray 
you) have an end, that it may not be ſaid of us that 
we live as we did, or indeed as if there were, or 
rather as if we would have itſo, that there m__ 
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beno King in T/-ael. There will be a Micah if there 
beno King ; and therefore if there be a King, there 
ought to be no Micah, nor. no Houle of. His un 1/rae/, 
And here (that I may not {em Splenetick, nor too 
much exaſperared againſt a {ort of Men under the 
name of Malefators, when Religion is in the caſe; 
but rather do the duty of a good Levite as be- 
comes the Eſtabliſhment) be” pleaſed-to conſider 
withme, IT 1809 1 /f 
r. That Mica#'s Houſe' and Religion is an Evil 
in the Land ; | 
2. That it is an Evil to beenquired into by the 
King and the Judges of the Land; 
' 3. That -when' no" care is taken thereof, it is 
uſually the Mother Evil of the Land. , Bnt I know 
before I proceed,. that I ſhall be accounted ( for 
what I. have to ſay Y no friend to the Rehgion now 
.on- foor called - Proteſtantiſm; however I am ſure, 
that I am ſerving the Church of Exg/axd, nay; 
difſerving the Church of Rowe, as muchas if I were 
unreeving the Conclave, or pulling the Trentine Fa- 
thers out by the ears. For would we be perſwaded 
to keep to- the Fold, andthe Shepherd appointed us 
( be he on the Mountain 'or in the Planes ) to the 
Shepherd whom God, his Church, and the lawful 
Preſidents thereof have ſet over us; the Wolves 
may howl for want of prey, the greedy Itizerant 
return a, perfeqt Mendicaxt, the Seminaries abroad 
be forced to keep the braod they have hatch'd, and 
the Roman Eagle never more take pleaſure toquarry 
upon our Engliſh ſhore: for it was Micah's Houſe, 
and the High-places afterwards ( like places of Se- 
paration) that firſt brought Idolatry into 1/-4e/; and 
Iam as confident that it it ever be brought into oar 
| Exegliſb 


(23) 
Exgliſb Churches again, theſe are the Houſes that 
muſt dreſs up the Idol, theſe the Seminaries that 
breed the Shavelin who will ſay Maſs aforgit. But 
the Enditemeant is fram'd and fa. come l there- 
fore briefly to prove the particulars of it ; and, 

1. That Mas Houſe and Separation (though 
never ſonear a kin to the Religion of the Sanctuary ) 
is one of the Evils of the Land, Thus it was in our 
Micah's days : and thus no les in the days of Gideoz ; 
ft (Chap. 8. 27.) He made him an Ephod, and put it 
in his City ( even in Ophra) and all Iſrael went hither 
4 Whoreing after it, Now the Ephod ( as you have 
heard) was one of the Garments that God had ap- 

inted for his own Prieſts; and his making an' 
Ephod denotes, that he was reſolved to turn back 
upon the Tabernacle, and to have a Prieſt and an 
Houſe of his own ; which was no ſooner effected, 
but ( as if they were as naturally given to FaQtion, 
as to Luſt ) all the laſcivious Saints and the wanton 
Satyrs, both He's and She's of the City and the 
Country round, went a W horeing to it ; But this 
( as it there follows ) became 4 ſnare ( an evil) zo 
Gideon and to his howſe, and was ( as ſome conceive ) 
the provoking cauſe why God luffered the Sons of 
the ſaid Gideon to be ſlain in the ſelf ſame City, 
where#®this Ephod had its entertainment. The like 
we read of Judah, that they did evil in the fight of the 
Lord; nay, they provoked him above all that their 
Fathers had done, for they built them High-places and 
Groves (1 Kings -14. 22.) ; not contented with the 
places ereQted for them (ſuch at that time were the 
Temple, the Synagogues, the Sanctuaries of the 
Land ) they would have Places of their own, High- 


places and Groves ; where the fault ( as I conceive ) 
Was » 
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G5 #7 was not, becauſe a Place of Worſhip was ereQted, 


for that Land was accounted unclean which had no 
Sacred place in it ( Joſh. 22. 19.) ; nor becauſe they 


. were built on High, for the Temple was fo, if not 


the Synagogues EIN nor becauſe near unto 
or within a Grove, for the SanQuaries were ſo (Foſb. 
24. 26.) ; nor altogether becauſe polluted with Idola- 
try, for (as Menochiws obſerves) many of them 
( thoſe eſpecially in the Land of Jed ) had ligle 
elſe in them but the Service of the Temple. So that 
the Evil (ſo much cryed out upon ) muſt be centred 
in this, and in this mainly, that they ( not God, or 
their Governors for them, but they ) tor themſelves 
built to themſelves places of Worſhip, wherein con- 
trary to the SanQions and decrees of their guides and 
Governours they would ſerve the Lord. The next 
thing to be proved upon them is, 

2. That this Mic«4's Houſe and Worſhip is an 
Evil to be enquired into by the King, and the Judges 
ofthe Land; ſuch an Evil as is fit only for thoſe days 
when there was no King ; and therefore if there be a 
King in the Land, there ought to be no ſuch Evil 
there. Thus it is added amongſt many other the 
good deeds of Fehoſophat, and as no ſmall commen- 
dation to his Reign, that he took away the High- 
places and Groves out of Fudah(2Chron. 17. 6.); but 
charged to the account of A/« his Predeceſſor(1 Kjngs 
I5. 14.) that though his heart was perfett with the Lord, 
and though otherwiſe he did that which was right 
in the eyes of the Lord, yet he ſuffered the High-places, 
( thole Aſſemblies and Mecting-places of FaQtion, 
Sedition, ContradiQtion) to remain in the Land: 
He otherwiſe did that which was right ; intimating 
that he had done much better and more like a King, 


it 


(25) 
if he had put down thoſe ſupernumerary and by-pla- 
ces of worſhip, and reduced the Service of God unto 
the Temple, which was. the place of Gods own 
. And doubtleſs if it be an unexceptionable 
prerogative of the Kings of Exg/and to have the ſame 
_ from God as the godly Princes in Scripture 
( and as our Church afferts;) it will inevita- 
follow, that they muſt have the ſame power to 
in and fi the —_—_— conventions of the 
Land, as the Kings of Fadsh had, theſe being ( ſome 
of them ) the beſt of Kings that the Scripture 
makes mention of ; and upon that account ſo far to 
be eſteemed from doing evil thereby, or being them- 
ſelves-irreligious for doing it, or indeed from having 
it done by others their Judges and Officers, as that 
God doth highly own and applaud the aQtion,and will 
one day Crown them ( both p—_—_ and inſtru- 
ment) with a reward forit. The laſt thing prove- 
able upon them is 
. That when noicare is taken of this Houſe of 
Mzc4h, orof the Ephod and the Teraphim therein, 
it is uſually the m Evil of the Land ; the Shore, 
the Chanel into all which the nafty, loathſome 
draughts of the Land empty themſelves. Is there 
any 1n diftreſs, in debt, diſcontented ? hither ( as 
they did to Devid, hoping to be armed againſt their 
Soveraign ) they all fly : Men ever ready at their 
Quiver and their Bow, reſolv'd to be gratified with 
the prey they aimat,. orotherwiſe to prey upon their 
Prince, at leaſt tomake Scepters and Crowns {too 
unto their ambition and-humour. What i the tranſ- 
greſſion of Iſrael ( ſaith the Prophet, Mic. 1.5.) ? Is 
ﬆ not Samaris, the Schiſmatical Temple there? And 
what are the high places of Fndah, are they not Jeruſa- 
| E 
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lem, the Schiſmatical houſes there? Certainly thieſe. 
were the forges wherein all;the Weapons of our late 
War were torm'd ;; theſe:the whereia the 
Leagues, the Covenants, - the Aiſecigtions '.were 
fram'd ; theſe the Chappelsthat Conlecrate-ajbNil- 
riſions, Treaſons, Conſpiraciesinto holineſs to-the 
ord : the erefting and ing up of which, was 
) 


thought a fitting projet for ious Jerahoaw (rhat 
diſgrac'd, diiguited Officer )'tokeep upithe Fattion 
he had _ _—_— — | tn ome _ 
taught I/rzel to fin : For - 1 Kynet 12. 27:) - 
if t fer up Ara ara the houſe of the Lord, 
thew ſball the heart of this peapte turn :ugain-to Rehobo- 
am their Lawful King , whereupon 6&e maile him two 
Calves ( two. Teraphims) and: Confeotated' Priefts 
thereunto, and ſaid, 'it 4s roo much for you 80 go'up wi- 
to Jeruſalem, behold your gods ( or your howſt of gods) 
O Iſrael. .. Places eminent at home:as-wedll as a 

for FaCtion and Sedition, and uponknowin reqord'for 
being enemies to-Kings and Princes, You mayitalk of 
foreign Seminaries and Jeſuitical Societies, and-de- 
ſervedly eſteem them thePeſts and the bane ofthe Na- 
tion, (Sodalities ereftedon toconfront Kings, 
diſturb peace, and confound rnment;;-) but be- 
lieve me, a Conveanticle at home, or in the City of 
Ophra is as bad ;. nay conſidering the Principles they 


manage ( every way as pernicious to Government 


_ and to the welfare of the 'land; as any Jeſuits C6k- 


lege in the world ; . Domay'or St..Omers have not been 
more fatal to us than Afica#s houſe or Gideow's City ; 
I ſpeak not this to excuſe.the JFefuite or his FaQtion, 
but to alarm and caution all good Chriſtians and Sub- 
jets againft ſuch places and perſons, and their ( as 
they would have us formidably believe ) —_— 

ma«+ 


Armiado ; for be aſſured, that 'ng long as theſe are 
kept up and ſuffered to: be freq it will be a 
thing impoſſible-for: us ( who live on the top of the 
Mountain where Mzceb hath his houſe, or within five 
miles of the City or Corporation where Gideon hath 
his Ephod, though we ſtudy the peace of the Taber- 
nacleand of the Temple never ſo much) to keep up 
cither Loyalty inour neighbourhood, or Conformity 
in 0ur-Churches. .T am not ignorant that there arg 
other enormities whereunto my Text ( as afterwards 
reiterated ) bears a relation, and whereupon I might 
ſeafonably animadvert ; for (c<.18. ) ” aa is Bur- 
glary, Felony, — (ch. rg.) there are Riots, 
Rapes, Adultery, Murder; (c<.20; ) there is Civil 
war, a great deal of Bloudfhed, Firing of Cities, in- 
ſufferable. depopulation of all that comes to hand ; 
(ch.22x.) there is Spiciting of Women, enforced and 
ful marriages, (enough for the charge of a 
Fudge, or :the Inquet of: a Jury; ) and all this for 
want of a Judge to puniſh and re{train them : But 
theſe are matters of daily inflition, it is Micah and 
his houſe that. is moſt apt to eſcape and be pitied. 
And: hence you may. obſerve how forward the 1/-ac- 

lites were to) blame,. yea,. to revenge the' outr 
committed on: the: Levire's Concubine, The like 
(lay they) wasneverſeen in 1/rae/;, nay, they were 
for the excifion-of a whole Tribe to expiate it ; Bur 
as for-this Micah and} his houſe, no-man ſad a word: 
againſt it,, but paſſed it over as if it: had-not been an 
evil in 1/rael; thought as injurious to God, and as 
prejudicial to/ Society as any other evil of tlie land' 
can = and —_ the motive why I _ __ 
yowlozearneſtlytorfix your! eye upon it: Nay, I am 
pzone 20' think, that changh your ſhould: rout the 
| E 2 whole 
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whole Confederacy'beſides, yet if you let this eſca 

( with a Touch m4 not, for am holier than ther) 
there will never be wanr of work for the Judges, nor 
the worſt of their Executioners, as long as the world 
endures. I confeſs their is another ſort of men among 
us, not altogether of Mic«h's houſe, but of Micah's 
principles and acquaintance, perfidious, falſe-heart- 
ed Conformiſts; Men that can gozge themlelves 
upon the fat of the Altar, and yet foz a fuller 
meal let out their barns to a Conventicle, and 


their Gicarages to the Pzeachers of them ; that 
can with ny te poſtle take the Sop (the 


maintenance of the Church) from the hands of 


' Chriſt, and yet at the ſametime have it in their hearts 


to betray him ; known by their. Liſping to be Ephra- 
mites ; Men that have the /ingus and holy dialect of 
Iſrael, but withal an accent, a Sibboleth and twang 
of their own; who BLOOD-like take to themſelves 
the Prieſts habit, but upon no other deſign (nor for 
no other end) than to ſteal away the Crown: In- 
nocent Church-men in ſhew, but downright Penſi- 
oners tothe FaQtion ; dealing through their Traite- 
rous praCtices and deceitful behaviour with the poor 
Church their Mother, as the Prieſt did (chr9.) by 
his abuſed Concubine, hew her to pieces (li m 
limb, bone from bone) and then ſend them to all the 
Tribes ( the ſeveral parties and faQtions of the land ) 
to make Proteſtants of them. This is alſo an evil in 
the Land, and if not looked after and reſtrained 
how _ ſoever it be in ſome mens eyes ) they'l 
n fill Mic/'s houſe with their neighbourhood, and 
ma little while more turn Prieſts. themſelves unto 
him. I might beas long winded in the cauſe as one of 
Micah's Prieſts, but my time and your buſineſs for- 
bids, However You 


p 
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You are called hither to ſee what Evil is done in A 
the Land, be perſwaded therefore (TIpray you) nei- 
ther to be Ignoramw's nor Gallio's in the caſe; alike 
reſolv'd not to ſee, or not to care for theſe things.. 
Not as if I would have you to deal by thoſe Ephra- 
mites of the Mountain, as Herod did by the Baptiſt 
of the Wilderneſs, cut off their heads to oblige every 
idle dancing daughter'; much leſs to-think that no- 
atonement ( nor ſettlement) is to be made without 
the fore-skins of all the aw on of the Land: This 
looks too much like a Presbyterian root and branch, 
or ( what is much the ſame ) an Independent Walin- 
fordian Maſſacre; A debate! ſo horrid and barba- 
rous, that it made the very Atheiſt ( who records 
the fiory ) to quake and tremble.. A little ſeverity 

and rigor (FRI apply'd ).isenough, and mo 
becoming the gentleneſs, the Candor, the Ingenuity 
of the Church' of Exg/and; whoſe Mercies are not 
Cruel, whoſe Hands are not Bloody, whoſe neither 
Principles nor Temper ever lead further than to 
Conqueſt or to Peace ; always hating tae hew Agay 
to pieces, or to deſtroy, the Amalekites: (as the 1/rae- 
lites were forc'd to 40) till not one of them be left 
alive; never aiming at more than to Humble or to. 
make Tributary ; to provide that her Adverſaries 
be modeſt or trattable, Obedient or ſubmiſſive, 
which indeed is the End and deſign both of Govern- 
ment and Law : and without doubt to blindfold the 
one, or to cramp the other (when open and notori- 
ous malefaQtors are concern'd) inſtead of righting 
u'l injure us; and inſtead of keeping-us in Peace, 
Love and Unity ( as the Law and the Makersthereof 
deſign) 


£97. 
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deſign ) you'l expoſe us to all the malice and peeviſh- 
nel. of a perverſe and froward generation. To day 
made Execrable, and to-morrow a Vidtime;' now 
Condemned, and anon Executed; every . way ex- 
pogd to infolence and humor, to parties and fathions, 
to violence and oppreſſion, and ( in ſhort ) to what- 
ſoever ſcemeth right to them that are reſolv'd todo 

on one word more, and that is to 


wrong. I have 
eons. A you toa conſtancy in ths your care; That 


| p_ may not dv; as ſome are obſerv'd and faid to do 


y the Venemous creatures of the Land where they | 
live; ſet a day to deſtroy them, and rid their land 
of them ; which 'they obſerve with the greateſt 


RtriQtaeſs and ſeverity imaginable, ſearching all their 


and 


holes, deſtroying all their neſts and-har 


ſparing neither nor old ;, buf if once that clay 
be over, they ſuffer th | -frechpes en- 
creaſe and: breed ; nay, tp.abide- under 


threſholds, and'tocrawl inte their! chambers, never 
after minding nor concerning themſelves with them; 
till che year be out, and the day again return. upon 
them. Sirs! it is not the time of an Aſſize, a day 
when you are inftigated by a: Sermon, or:a- charge 
that will deſtroy this fort of Vermin, or rid ourland 
of their breed ; it muſt be your daily Vigilance and 


, care, otherwile afore- the next return, the Nation 


will: be asfull, and as much-over-run witl them. as 
ever it was; 'and the brood'as numerous, as vipe- 
rous, arid as difficult to Maſter as now it is. 


And thus have I ſhewn you, That wher there is 
zo King in Iſrael, nor no Subordinate Magiſtrate 
there ; or- they neither willing nor _ to puniſh 

, do-. every 
thing, 


the- Offenders in Iſrael, every one wi 


(31) 
thing, and all will come to confuſion. Wherefore 
from thoſe days wherein ſuch evil is done; from 
the Evil that 1s done in thoſe days ; and from the 
Curſe and Plague of having no King at all, or none 
under him. to puniſh Offenders in 1/-ae/; let all 
thoſe who wiſh well to Sox ( to. the Church and 
the State there) ſay, Now and ever, good 
Lord deliver us. To whom ( Father, Son and 
Holy. Ghoſt ; Three perſons, One God; ) be a- 


{cribed, all honour, glory, power, and dominion.: 


now and .for ever, Amen. 
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NUMBERS xxv.. g. 


This is that Dathan and Abiram, which 
were famous in the Congregation, who flrove 
againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron in the 
Company of Korah, when they ſtrove againſt 
the Lord. 


T hath been obſerved by no inconſiderable, nor 
unconſidering Man among us, That the firſt 
Authors and Beginners of the grand Miſchiefs 

and Diſorders among Men, have been ever as to 
their Perſons remarkably puniſhed in this Life ; 
and I think I may ( without pan add, 
that as to their Memories they have no leſs been 
ſtigmatized to Polterity for ever after. And this emi- 
nently appears in the inſtance of the three great Sin- 
ners afore us ( the firſt Publick Mutineers againſt 
Kingſhip and Prieſthood that we meet with 1n the 
world) Kyprah the Author and Leader, Dathan and 
Abiram his Seconds and Followers; the one a 
diſſatis{'ed +Hiring Levire, the other diſobliged dif- 
gulted Rervenires, A fin perhaps not ſo timely born 
into the world as ſome other fins, but every way as 
luſcious and plealing to ſome ſort of Men; nay, as 
taking and as likely to laſt and to abide in the world 
as any one ſin, that the Scripture hath any where 
took notice of, or the great God at any time por 
F 2 ed: 
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ſhed : a fin attended with the Fchary proſecution 


of vengeance from Heaven, an rged upon the 
Memories and Names of the Acters thereof with 
the greateſt and moſt durable marks ofinfamy, An 
argument certainly, that how ſweet and palatable, 
how popular and plauſible a- thing ſoever Rebellion 
and Sedition may ſeem to be, yet they muſt be 
crimes highly diſpleaſing to Almighty God, ever to 
beſhun'd and hated by the Sons of Men as very great 
Enormities ; ſo great and ſo deteſtable, that they are 
not to be thought on without abhorrence, nor men- 
tioned without diſguſt and diſgrace. We have the 
whole ſtory of the matter in the Sixteenth of Nam- 
bers, at the beginning of the thirty eighth LeCture of 
the Law, which the Hebrews entitle Kprah, becauſe 
the Mutiny and Rebellion, wherein this Kprah, Da- 
than and Abiram were engaged, is the preg and 
moſt remarkable matter there treated of, We meet 
with them again in my Text, then in Deuteronomy, 
then in the Pſalms, and ſo on to the Epiſtle of St. 
Jude, but never without their fin and their puniſh- 
ment annexed ; God being unwilling that ſuch for- 
ward and notorious MalefaCtors ſhould be had. in 
remembrance without Dirt and Infamy to attend 
them : that which brings them _ the Stage here, 
is the muſter that was made for the diſtributing the 
Land among the 1/rae/ites, whereunto they were now 
got; a time certainly to-take notice of Rebels and of 
Schiſmaticks in, yea, and of their Poſterity too ( if 
the earth hath not ſwallowed them up, or they re- 
pented them of their fathers ſins ) too much. of 
the Land be given them, and they put intoa capacity 
to rebel and to mutiny again: in this muſter the 
preference is given to the Tribe of nw.” - 

ITIT- 
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Firſt-borf! of 1/74e/; and among other the deſcend- 
ants thereof Dathen and! Abiram are found ; where- 
upon a ftop is put, and the muſter not ſuffered togo 
on, till their Names and Villanies are enrolled for a 
Sign and Memorial to all after Ages, (tothe Reube- 
zites from whom they deſcended in particular, to the 
whole Nation of the 1/-aelires to whom they be- 
longed"-in general ) thereby hanging them up in 
Effie, though otherwile deſtroyed, and leaving 
them to be pointed at by all that ſurvive or come aſter 
( ſo odious muſt Schiſnmr and Rebellion for ever be.) 
with a This s that Dathan and Abiram, who ſtrove 

ainſt Moſes and againſt Aarow in the Company 0 
$55 or they ome againſt the Lord. EeE 


So that my Text ſingles out a ſort of Sinners above 
all thatthen were, or ever had beea ſinners in 1/-ael ;. 
for we ſhall not find throughout the whole Muſter- 


Roll beſides, that any one was ſeized upon, or fo- 


much as Chronicled for his misdeeds, theſe and theſe 
only ( beſides Nadab and Abibu, Perſons much of 
the ſame guilt with themſelves ) excepted ; as being 
( without doubt ) ſinners above others, notoriouſly 
and eminently ſo; or rather ſuch ſinners that the 
Earth muſt not bear, nor the Land be divided unto.. 
Pleaſe you upon this ſmall alarm to examin the mat-. 
ter how they come to. be {0-culpable ; and in order 
thereunto look we, 


x. Iato their Crime ; They ftrove againſt Moſes and 
againſt Aaron. 


2. Into the ſhame they were thereupon expoſed 


unto; they were made a ſign, and ſet up for Poſte- 
rity to behold, with a This is that Dathan and Abir am. 
L 


boo 
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. « T confeſsa charge of this nature is an invidious 
diſtaſting ws L men though they be aQtually en- 
10n 


gaged in rebellion againſt their King, or in-Sedition 
againſt their Prieſts, yet they care not to be ſtaredin 
the face, and call'd Rebels for it. Though of them- 
ſelves as bloody as Cain, as impoling as Nimrod, as 
Sanftimoniouſly wicked as Daihan and Abiram, and 
altogether as reſolved to follow their ſteps and ways 
{to the dethroning of Moſes, to the unprieſting of 
Aaron ) ; yet the gaping earth is not more horrid and 
{caring than the mouth of the Prieſt when opened 
upon them ; they love to aQ, but they hate to hear, 
and though none more deſpicable to them than the 
Sons of Aaron when diſtant,and apart; yet anArmy of 
Banners is not more terrible than the meaneſt of them, 
when got into his Eba/, or begirt with his linnen 
Ephod. he thunders out his Anathemas and execra- 
tions againſt them. Wherefore ſince it is my Task 
today (ifnorto _ at leaſt to point with my 
finger, it were folly in me to expect much kinder 
uſage ( provided they be the inflicters ) than what 
the earth and the fire afforded, even to be ſwallowed 
up and corſumed by them; eſpecially when there 
are ſo many vndevoured Dathans and Abirams in the 
land, yea,and ſo many of their ſons too, who,inſtead of 
repenting them of their fathers ſins, go on 1n their fa- 
thers ways. Hence their Cenſures and their Ceaſers : 
their Cenſures todefame and bely our Perſons ; their 
Ceaſers to confront and diſturb our Office : However 
when the Muſter's made, thele are to be made a ſign. 
Look we therefore | 


1, Into the nature of their Crime ; They frove 
againſt Moſes and againſt Azron ; againſt Moſes their 
King, 
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King, againſt Azros their Prieſt ; perſons nominated 
and appointed by God himſelf to be their Leaders 
and Governours; The one as to their concerns in 
State ; The other as to their concerns in Religion, 
yet at all times eavy'd and accounted the worſt of 
men, no better than Buchanasx's wild beaſt, that muſt 
be hunted down, and at length made a Prey to the 
Leaders of them, men famous in the Congregation, 
Hitberto / ſay the Jews ) all Dominion and Govern- 
ment from the very days of Adam ( to whom it was 
firſt given ) had gone along with the firſt-born ; 
whoſe Priviledges, Pre-eminences, Prerogatives the 
Law declareth to be very great, in that they were 
peculiarly given and conſecrated to God, ( Exod. 22. 
29.) were next in honour to their parents, ( Ger. 49. 
3.) had a double portion of their fathers goods, 
( Deat.21.17. ) ſucceeded them in the government 
of the family or kingdom, ( 2 Chron.21.3.) and in 
the adminiſtration of the Prieſt-hood and ſervice of 
God, (Nam. 8.17.) Neither was ever any of them 
( for ought that I can find ) diſſeiz'd of that his right, 
but by ipecial appointment from God, and only for 
ſome greater faults, as in the caſe of Reuben ( from 
whoſe loins this our Dathan and Abiram deſcended ) ; 
but was not to excel, becauſe he went upto his” fa- 
thers bed ( Ger. 49. 3,4.). And thus it continued 
till ſuch time that the 1/raelites were to be led out of 
Zxypt by the hands of Moſes and Aaron ( where they 
had | ah captives and ſlaves ) to bea Nation of them- 
ſelves, and to have a land of their own to dwell in; 
for the better accompliſhment whereof the Govern- 
ment was given by God to Moſes, the. Prieſthood to 
Aaron and his Sons, adding the whole Tribe of Levs 


to them (whereof this Kpr«b was one ) tobe aiding 


ro 
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| bo Z tothem in all their miniſtrations ( Num$.1 8.); an” 


— — ——_ — 


this I take to be the firſt occaſion of the Mutiny and 
Inſurre&ion here made. However let not. privat® 
perſons ( though as Sacred in their funCtion as Kpreh, 
as great in their places as Dethan and Abiram ) here- 
upon preſume to diſpoſe of birth-rights, or diſplace 
either Mitre or Crown ; ſuch things are not to be 
touch'd, much leſs transferr'd, but by the ſpecial 
appointment of God. Nay, had Moſe: and Aaron 
of themſelves attempted the diſlocation and change, 
and without immediate authority from above, they 
muſt have made themſelves criminals, and been every 
way as liable to puniſhment for ſtriving againſt the 
firſt-born to diſpoſſeſs them of their wonted birth- 
right, as this Dathan and Abiram afterwards were, 
when they ſtrove againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron, to 
diſpoſſels the firſt of his Diadem, the ſecond of his 
Ephod, after God had fo viſibly eſtabliſhed the one 
and the other upon them : Nothing but heaven (and 
by a voice of its own, thundring as 1t did from mount 
Sinai) can make ſuch an undertaking innocent. 
Wherefore for SubjeQts to beleaguer and beſet their 
King, as if like Moſes he were fitter to be wrapt up 
in Bulruſhes and thrown into the Sea, than pre- 
ſerv'd upon his Throne; for them to Combine and 
Conſpire not only againſt his Servants / to ſtoneand 
abuſe them ) but againſt his Heir to ſeize his Inhe- 
ritance and deprive him of his Birth-right, with a 
Come, This is the heir, let us kill him, and take the inhe- 
ritance to our ſelves; for them over and above, not 
only to defie and ſupplant the High-Prieſt and his 
Sons, but the whole Tribe of Levi ( howbeit the 

have reconciled themſelves by their after Zeal) asif 
they were ſtill to endure the firſt curſe, and to be di- 


vided 
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(4r) | 
vided a new in Jacob, and ſcittered 4 is Iſrael; 
doubtleſs it muſt be a fin D raendendy GR and 
provoking to God ( who hath ſet them up and owns 
them ) that both his Heaven and his Earth muſt be 
too hot, the one to bear, the other to receive them. 
Nay, what can ſuch ſinners _— ſince they have 
been ſo induſtrious to divide the Earth, and make 
Schiſms among the inhabitants thereof, but that the 
Earth in return ſhould divide and open upon them ? 
what can they hope for but as they have been the 
Incendiaries among men, and ſet the Earth on fire 
( ever delighting like ſo many Sa/amanaers to dwell 
in the flames) but that they ſhon{d live and die in the 
ſaid flames? why ſhould not their Periſhings as 
well as their Gainlayings be the ſame with Kprahs ? 
or why ſhould they not down to the Gulph with 
Dathan and Abiram, when ( whilſt living ) they 
would have no Tents but theirs ? ſuch another Cri- 
minal we read of ( Mark 15. 7.) _ the Inſur- 
rettion by him made, and the Murder thereupon com- 
mitted was caſt into Priſon and bound for Execurti- 
on, and, yet you ſhall find that when it was moved 
by Pilate whether Feſws or He ſhould ſuffer, the 
People. as one ( well wiſhers all to the proceedings of 
the man) cried out; not Barabbas but Feſws: and I 
am- very apt to think, that if it were left unto the 
People ſtill to give their Vogue who are the inners 
of the Day { ſo poiſoned have they been of late ) 
that it wud not be Dathan not Abiram, no nor any 
of the Sons of Kyprah (all, and every one. of them 
God wot are Holy, Ienoramwly Holy) but Moſes 
and Azron ( Gods King and Gods Prieſt) that would 
be brought in for Guilty. 'However'that we may 


be throughly informed and acquainted with the na- 
G rure 
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60 © ture of the Crime ( an Horrid Traiterous Conſpira- 


cy, it ſeems, it was ) look we, 


1. Into the Perſons engaged therein; 
2. Into the Motives that induced them to it 3 
3. Into the Judgment paſſed upon the Attion. - 


x. Into the Perſons engaged, which were Dathas 
and Abirem; the only perions nam'd as being the 
Ringlcaders and Generals of the FaQion, and pro- 
bably more fully ſet and reſolved to go on with the 
Mutiny and Inſurreftion wa. had made, than many 
ethers that were ſeduc'd and decoyed into the quar- 
rel : for I find Kprah and his Company ſubmitting to- 
a-Peaceable debate with Moſes, though it ended not 
ſo ( Numb, 16.8.).; and whereas Os the Son of Peleth 
took men, no leſs than others. ( Numb. 16. 1.) yet 
we hear of him- no more, probably deliſting upoa 
what Moſes had ſaid in the caſe ; but as for this Ds- 
than and Abiram they would no ſuch thing, We wil” 
_— (ſay they, werſe x2.)-reſolving to. ſtand 
to their Arms, and to keep both their Polt and Par- 
ty; Men under Solemn Covenants and En 
ments never to yield whatever others mi ; 
inſomuch that henceforward no Moſes and Azros, 
or no Dathan and Abiram; no Sons of Amram, or no- 
Sons of Eliah, Two only named, and yet the FaQti- 
on Great and Prevalent ! Conſider we therefore, 


1, Their Quality, | 
2, Their Conkdarazes and Party, 


r. Their Quality, they were famous in the Con- 
gregation; faid (Numb. 16. 2.) to be Princes of the 
Lp 
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Aſembly, and Men of renown : Primores & Sen 
States-men and Senators, called to the Parliament or 
Great Council of the Nation ; from their Place 
therein ſaid to be Princes of the Aſſembly, and from 
the Buſtle and Stir they there made, to be Mer famous 
in the Congregation, Men of renown : DW WIN Men 
of Honourable Note and Name, like thoſe Giants 
( thoſe mighty Men of Old) who having got power 
intotheir hands, turned Apoſtates from God, and fell 
upon others with Violence and Oppreſſion, exer- 
ciſing an unlimited Tyranny over all that would be 
under or leſs Princes than themſelves. One of the 
Aſſembly ſpeaking of them ſays, that they were men 
Note and Fame both for Parentage and Parts, 
but grown Notorious and Infamous for the abuſe of 
them, through an Impious Conſpiracy and Rebel- 
lion ; it being almoſt impoſſible to be Men of Name 
(Popular and Cried up States-men, the Demagogues 
and Demigods of the Mobile ) but in ſome meaſure 
or other to be given and addicted to Mutiny and 
Faftion. Some miſtake this Aſſembly for the Sane- 
drim wherein the Seventy fat to aſſiſt Moſes in his 
mattersof Judicature ; but altogether again(treaſon, 
in regard they conſiſted but of Seventy in Number 
( Numb. 11. 16.) ; whereas the Aſſembly before us 
had many Hundreds in it ; no leſs than Two Hun. 
dred and Fifry of them took part with our Dathan 
and Abiram, and probably as many (if not more ) 
might adhere ro,. and go with Moſes their 
King ; (for it is not robe ſappoled,. that all of them 
like the Apoſtate Angels ſhould quit their Loyalty 
and fall rogerher ; or like the mighty Men afore 
fpoker of become Giants in aday') a Proof, thar ic 
was the National Senate made up ( as Ab»lexftrand 


G 2 others 


T 
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others averr) of all the Governours and Heads of 
the People throughout the whole Nation of the 
Iſraelites, Howbe!it if ſuch do Apoſtatize and de- 
cline, turn Mutineers and Rebells, make or eſpouſe 
a FaQtion, its a Thouſand to one but ( like Lncifer ) 
they draw a Train ( a great part of the Suogee A- 
tion ) after them ; the truth whereof Cagens ufhci- 
ently knows, having been once quite ſhatter'd and 
undone, and ſithence almoſt broken to pieces again 
by ſuch FaQtivus Unruly Senators, Princes of her 
Aſſembly, Men of renown. However I do not find 
that the Cauſe was ever the better, or the more 
favoured for ſuch Senators being in it; nay, in all 
robability it ſped the worſe; for whereas Moſes had 
Os overlooked Kyprah _ his mw + ae 
( pitying their ſimplicity, and ſeemingly indulgin 
Marge: wo: Zeal, —_ their rus A had I 
Conſcience not Deſign) He no ſooner hears of 
the perverſion of his Senators, and how the Comven- 
ticle influenced the Aſſembly, but he immediately calls 
for Vengeance, and God executes it ; deeming it 
high time to put a ſtopto both (by making examples 
of ſome, even of ſome of the very Princes w4 the 
Aſſembly) leſt Church and State, Prieſthood and 
Government, Religion and Commonwealth be 
ruined and fall * cams ay The Apoſtle ſpeaking but 
of one unruly Member, in the body Natural, the 
Tongue, faith ( James 3: 6.) that if it be not re- 
ſtrained, # will ſet the whole courſe of nature ( the whole 
wheel of affairs) into combuſtion; and what then 
(do you think ) will become of the body Politick, if 
Two Hundred and Fifty of them be let alone ? 
eſpecially when to every Tongue there are Two 
Hundred Hands, and in every Hand a Granado. 
Coalider we, 2, Their 
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2, Theit Confederates and Party, It was in the 
Company of Kyrah ; This is that Dathan and Abiram, 
who frove' againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron in the Com- 
pany of Kprah. There muſt(it ſeems) be an Aſſembly of 
Divines to lanttifie | Rebellion, as well as an 
Aſembly of Princes to carry it on; Kprah and his 
Company to Preach and to Pray, as well as Dathan 
and Abiram to Fight; State Deſiggerscan never 
proſper, if there be not Church Revolters; Come 
zow 1 pray thee ( ſaith Balak to the Prophet Balaam ) 
and curſe me this People, for they are too mighty for me, 
and peradventure I ſhall prevail.. It was upon this. 
deſign that Korh firſt went out, (Aret the princi- 

and. prime Incendiary who inflam'd the reſt ) for 
it is ſaid of him ( Numb. 16. 1.) that he took men, 
that is, C according to the Chaldze Tranſlation ) That 
he ſeparated and withdrew himſelf aloof and apart 
from' the reſt of the Congregation, taking along 
with him ſuch as were as ready as himſelf to caſt off 
the Prieſthood and -Miniſtration of Aarox, and to 
have Meetings and Conventicles of and by themſelves ; 
ſaid therefore for ever after, to be of he Company of 
Korah. Whither having once got them, then 
( according to the Septuagin's Tranilation ) tAnance, 
He Preached unto them ; took them-by his Sediti- 
ous Diſcourſes and Sermons, filling.their Ears with 
noiſe. and clamor, their Hearts with fears and 
jealoulies, their Souls with Religiousfury and-En- 


thuſafticalmadoels, till he had firted them for. what, 


ever the Ringleaders of the Faftion, ſhould promps 
them to. | To this Company of Men the diſcontent- 
ed Reubevires at leogth joyned themlelves, as know 
ing that if a Crown. be to'be-won, Auer 

regain'd, 


bow 


: 46) 
regain'd, the ſeparated Levites muſt be aiding and 
afhiſting to them in it : "enough certainly to make 
both Moſes and Aron to beware, left by conniving 
too long at Koreh, Dathan and Abiram ( thoſe State 
Engineers) give rout unto'them®both. However 
he took, and he took, till he had took ſome of 
the chief Princes of the Land; no leſs than Two 
Hundred: and Fifty of then that were within the 
walls of the Senate, Princes of the Aſſembly ( Numb. 
16.2, ),' more ( as it may be'prelumed ) infinitely 
more, in and among the Families and Tribes whom 
they repreſented, and for whom they ſerved; 
queſtionleſs being Mer-of renown and name, they 
could not' be withouta FaCtion tocry them -up, ' and 
(ifneed were) to follow them : nenther indeed durſt 
hey have been fo- bold and daring, in the ve 
Alewbl , where Moſes himſelf ſat, had they not had, 
and been ſecured of an intereſt ſaitable to their am- 
bition and deſigns. However I cannot but rematk,that 
they were all (every one of them) of the Com 
of Kprah; Men addifted to Separation and Fattion, 
having Tents, Canmverticles, Levites of their own, 
in oppoſition -to Aron, the Tabernacle, and the 
Prielthood of God. And therefore you 'ſhall find, 
that though the Cenſer and the burning of incenſe 
properly belonged to the Prieſt and to his Office 
( 2 Chroz. 26. 18.) ; yet there was not one of thoſe 
Factious Princes but had a Cenſer belonging to hin, 
Two hundred: and fifty Cenſers, for the Two ti 
dred and Princes: ( Namb. 16, r8.);' and 1 
am apt to think, that if ever a Rebellion-be kmdlſed 
again-m our 1/72, -it muſt be by ſuch Separatiſts, 
and thre Fire 'of their Cenſers. Trs cerraity, 
thar the 17pm ©" 
| > 7 
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tized Levrtes excepted ) were the diſguſted: Rewbe- 
nites, whoſe Tribe was ſituated next unto the Ky- 
bethites ( of whole family this Koreh was) as they 
were lodg'd about, and ſurrouaded: the T 

( Num,2.10. Y and thereby influenced by, thoſe con- 
ventions of theirs to. be of their party and ifation. 
And I dare ſay, if there be a Rebel, or one that 
wiſhes well to rebellion io ,E-g/axd, he is to be met 
with-in, or upon the borders of ſuch Tents and 
places.: For my .part, were: 1, for' a tribute. 

me, to bring forth one or moxe of them tomy King, 
F would g9 t to- the next !Conventicle, -and: the 
maa that I faw firſt come out, ſhould be the that I 
would ſcize upon, as, knowing: that if: be be' found 


in the Company, he mult have; the | gaiaſayings of- 
Ih well to the Tents Dake and 


Koreh, and wi 
Abiram, And lo we pals from the perſons engaged 
ia the mutiny uato | 


i 2, The Motives that iaduc'd them-co-it; which 
were ather 
1... Secret and concealed, and not ſo much as 
mentioned by them 1a the fray, or 
2. Divulg'd, and made the common - argu- 
ment and pretence. 


1; Secret and conceal'd, which ( for ought that I' 
can find.) was their ambition and diſcontent 3 in- 
wazdly repining at the grandeur of Moſes and Jovs, 
and fretting at their own repeating looking 

emits (chomgends y reaſdn- of that eſta- 

ever loſt touching all future hopes 


on 
bliſhmeat by | 
of gr $. Now this Kpra+ was of himſelf Couſin - 
German to Moſes and Aaron, the eldeſt ſonof-[xbary. 


brother - 
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brother to Amran their father ( Exod.6.18.) ; A Le- 
vite of the family of the Kyohathires, to whom be- 
longed the charge of the moſt holy things withia the 
SanQuary, and the chiefeſt place next unto Aaron 
and his Prieſts about it ( Nwm.3.19.31.), which'one 
would have thought might have bot preferment 
enough for the man : But becauſe the firſt-born of 
Izhar, 'and moreover Coufin German to Moſes and 
Aaron, who then had the power and the government 
in ther hands,” lie thought his birth-right 'and- blood 
might have been better conſider, at leaſt fo far 
forth-as not to have had himſelfand his family thruſt 
dow for ever into the' rank and claſs of ordinary 
ty: Levires ;- much leſs to have Elizaphan the fon 
of the' youngeſt family of [the  Kohathires, made 

Prince over the ſons of Kphath, even over this ver 
Korah who was of the elder houſe, and himſelf in 
the interim negleted ( Nam.3.10.): all which put 
rogether raiſed his indignation and ſpleen, and ſet 
him firſt againſt his King, and then againſt his Prieſt 
(who ſhould not have degraded, ifthey had not 
referrd him) and was the firlt occaſion (as the Rab- 
Lins ſay ) that caus'd him to take men. Of the like 
nature was the diſguſt that Dathan and 'Abiram had 
taken; for they were-of the poſterity of Reubex, 
( Num.16.1.) who was the firſt-born of Iſrael ( Gen. 49. 
2.), but g—_ as he . defiled his fathers bed, his 
birth-right was given from him, (x Chron.5.1.), that 
is to lay, the Government to Moſes, the Prieſthood 
ro: Aron, the” double portion-to Joſeph ; all loſt in 
Reaben : . but by his' ſons ſought to be recovered, 
which was the occaſion alſo of their taking men, and 
joyning themſelves with Kpreh ; hoping by him and 
his Company,-co reenſtate themſelves and their 
poſterity 
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ity into that Power and dignity (that Empire, 
rieſthood, Eſtate) thar originally and of old be- 
long'd unto them. And I am apt to thiak, that if 
all after-Mutinyings and Rebellions were look'd into, 
( yea, that of this very day) the like diſappoint- 
ments, diſguſts, degradations would be found at the 
bottom of them all, But Rebellion hath always a 
mask and vizard, a SemuePs mantle to cover its ug- 


lineſs ; Look we therefore 


- 2, Into the reaſon -pretended, and ſpread abroad 
to draw in the populacy after them ; which was 
Uſurpation in Aero», Tyranny and breach of truſt 
in Moſes : the popular and uſual pretence that hunts 
down governmeat, and gives birth and encourage- 
ment to all manner of n_—_ anti-prieltly facti- 
ons; and perhaps hath cauſed more Properties to 
be alter'd, more Birth-rights to be loſt, more Liber- 
tigs to be-invaded, more Religion to be defaced, yea, 
and more Arbitrarineſs and Tyranny to be ſet u 
and exerciſedin the world, than any one thing ell 
beſides. -_ Hence ſays Kyrah to Aaron in behalf of 
himſelf and his Company, you take too much upon you, 
ſetting all the congregation is holy, and the Lord 1s among 
them (.Num.16,3.) and. hence again, Dathan and 
Abiram with their company in: reterence to. Moſer, 
Is it a {mall thing that #hou haſt brought us out of « 
land that floweth with milk and honey, to kill us in the 
wilderneſs, unleſs thow mate thy ſelf Altogether 4 Prince 
over #5, a Prince;abfolute-and yncontrolable ( Nam. 
16. 13.), Which i either-of them be your delign, 
( of: you Aaron to appropriate the Prieſthood, or of 
.you Moſes to eogrok the Governmeat to your ſelves ) 
. then farefall Pharaoh oem Kingdom ; may Agypt 


have 
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have us before. Canaan, the land of thraldom before 
the land of promiſe; jf wemuſt be ſaves and tyran- 
nized 'over, then to owr furnaces again, where we 
had Patriarchs to fovera-us, and Prieits of our own 
to ruleus } whete as we' were {haves to others, we 
were Princes our ſelves. © And how of tate did the | 
ike, but Falſe, pretenſions prevail with, and befool þ 
us? whither did rhe out-cries of 'an Arbitrary Go- 
vernment, of a proud andwfurping Prieſthood hurry - 
us? As for the Church, her Beauty was defaced to 
have her Purity reſtored; they prophan'd her Tem- 
ples, plunder'd her Revenues, deſtroy'd her Dilct- 
pline, poiſoned her Profelytes with a thouſand follies 
and phrenfies ( call'd indeed New Lights," but the 
black Enthuſiaſms of the Prince of darkneſs) and all 
to reform her ; ſo they murdered the beſt of Kings 
for the good of Subjefts ; wrung the Scepter out of his 
hand, and tore the Crown from his head to make 
him a great and a glorious Prince ; ''{o 'were *we 
ſlaves to our own ſlaves, a company of Tapiworns 
hired with our purſes to command 'our perſons, and 
whatever elſe was ours ; many- were - o-bettey than 
Servants, and Priſoners ia their own homes, - than 
Tenents and Farmers to their own eſtates, and this 
to'preſerve the Rights and Liberties' of the good 

” Peopleof England, the right forſooth of Plundering, 

Opprefſing, Murdering, But for my part Ewonder, 
that the good people of England did not all as one 
man riſe up in rage, and ftone thoſe notorious impyt- 
dent Impoſtors, who {> long abuſed their eredulity, 
cheatingthem oftheir goods,and #nthralling their per- 
fons, and ( as much as inthemlay ) damni ir 

Souls ; I wonder ( I fay ) that - £ Emgl; "Nation T 

ſhould be ſodiſpirited and creſt-faln (as like ſez4chers 

Aſs). 


_ , 
- 
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Af) to be daily loadea with blows and 1: | 
y vw ws -an yrs &+ 


and @mely to couch. under; them ; that the 
be ſo ſtupid/ and. inſenfible, of ſuch intolerable 
wrongs, and « 470 wr but-more, that any of us 
all ( after ſich ſad and woful Tragedies ated ) 
ſhould be for the Furnace and Thraldom of £gype 
_ eyer| any more gdoat upon the holineſs of 
Party, or the {weert Song that the Syrex makes. 
And {> having conſidered the Motives, that induced 
them to' the piracy, look we into, 


3. The Judgment paſſed upon it, This is that Da- 
than and rs, who trove inf Moſes and ag ainff, 
Aaron, when they ſtrove againſt the Lord ; in ſhew 
no more than a ſtriving agaiaſt them, but by inter- 
pretation, and in guilt, a friving ag4inſt the Lord. 
The iniquity whereof appears, _ - - 


x. In that it was a ſtriving agaiaſt his right and 
power, to make an eſtabliſhment among them ; as 
ifthe ſetting up of Moſes and Aaron over them ( the 
one in the Government, the other in the Prieſthood) 
had been an invaſion upon the peoples, right, and 
not in the. power of any, no, . agt-: of, che. great 
God himſelf ro doit : which oppoſition (in as much 
as it was againſt the decrees of Heaven is {aid (in 
ry Text) #0 he. a ſtriving againſt cls and 
(Numb: 16; 11,7) to be” s gathering together. againſt 
the Lord. - Thus: when the people. grew weary. of 
Samuel, and threw off his Governmeat, faith God 
in the caſc,. They have not rejected thee, bat they have 
rejedfed me ( 11 Sam, 8, 7.), intimating, that the 
Government, 1a-whole hagds fo ever regularly it be, 
is-{till Gods; and that the ſtriving, againſt, or op- 

H 2 poling 


676 poſing of them that have it, 4s a ſtriving a—_ and 
oppoſing of him!; :and'will as ſeverely and ſurely be 
puniſhed, ''as if 'it were aQted, 'or-deſigned againft 
his very Perfon-and Throne. - The like our bleſſed 
Saviour declares concerning his Miniſters, He that 
heareth you, heareth me ; and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth 
me ( Luke 16. 16. ) j iritimating, that he that caſts d. 
off, or riſes up againſt his Prieſt, doth in effeR caſt 
off, and riſe'up againſt :God,” whoſe Prieſbhe is, 'and 
whoſe Prieſthood he exerciſes. And indeed it is not 
for Subjets to trouble themſelves #bout their 
Governours, whether; Sacred or Civil, farther than 
to ſee that they be Gods off-spring, -and are ſent by 
him ; the'reſt of their: work is to obey and follow, 
yea, and withas much readineſs, regard, venerati- 
on (if God be with them) as if the very Gods them- 
ſelves were come down from Heaven among them. 
ow that Moſes was thus appointed (for we have 
en of Aron before) is plain from the Com- 4 
miſſion given him, which was firſt fealed ( Exod, 3. 
Io. ), afterwards ratifhed and confirm'd unto him 
( Exod. 4. )by a power to work Miracles, for the con- 
vincing gainſayers, which was fully done, 'by turn- 
ing his Rod' into a Serperit, and back into a'Rod 
again ; by making his hand Leprous, and then clear- 
ing it of that Leproſie ; by cauſing the water in the 
River to Þ&ome blood upon the gronnd ; ' though 
had there been neither Commiſhors at firſt, nor 
ratification afterwards, yet the works he had done, 
and the mighty deliverances, he had wrought for 
them (that eſpecially of raiſing them into a Nation 
by themſelves, when they were, and had been flaves 
to others ) might have cauſed' not only: all -the i 
Tribes and Families, bur all the firft-born of 7/7ae/, | 
ro 
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to have ſurrendred their birth-rights, and become 
SubjeRs to him. The Government (thus transferr'd ) 
was afterwards by a (gift of the like nature, ſetled 

Joſhas, then upon the Judges, and then upon 
Kings and at length appropriated, and entail'd, 
upon the Deſcendants and Line of David ( 2 Sam. 7. 
12..)- which ſhews, that whatever alteration God 
is pleaſed to. make, he is always pleaſed, 'with the 
thing called-Succeſſion ; for he ſetled his Prieſthood 
io it, afterwards the Government, and from thence 
never made nor ſuffered a deviation; and in truth 
is a. moſt evident and plain demonſtration, that if 
God _—_ _ but ay — off; and; that 
eve riving afterwards againit it, 15 4 ſfrivs 
oxainf the Livd, : EY 


2. This friving againſt Moſes and Aaron appears 
to bea TR, $a the Lord, 10 that/it wasproſe- 
cuted again(d his-declared:reſolution «0' defend the 
eſtabliſhment he: had made. ' Onie ſhould - have 
thought, had they not been a Rebellious gainſaying 
People indeed 1(-a People; who! likes the 'Sons of 
Zerwich: were" refalved to be too:Hard\for Govern 
ment,.:and to.die every one of them; in\the cauſe, 
rather than to give out) that the fire which broke 
out to conſume ſome of them, and the earth that 
"opened .its mouth to-devour others of them, ſhould 
Tos enlightened the: eyes, and (fope:the' mouths of 
-all.the ſurviversof them from all afrer Murmurings. 
Bur no fooner is the puniſhment over and they fafe, 
.but they grow as Mutinous as ever, enter upon-new 
.conſultations and freſh complaints;: and thereupon 
:gather' theinſelves the-ſecond -time together; ahd 
area ſecond time:;puniſhed ;! a Plague 'from Heaven 


devouring, 


py; 


; Wy 


(34) 
devouring no lefs than  Fourtees thouſand and ſeven 
bamdred of them '( verſe 49. ) p'.ncither' ſtay; they 
here ( ſo hard is it to put a ſtop toFaQtion), but un- 
teſs a Miracle be further wrought for the particular 
vindication of [4«ro# and his Prieſts, they'l die on, 
and ſtand the other and the other judgment ; which 
in the laft place” was finiſhed and effected mithe. bud- 
ding andbloſſoming of A«roxs Rod,amidit the Rods of 
the ſeverdl Tribes of 1/-ae/ (laid by it) to confront and 
prove it; and becauſe it did ſo, (the other remaining 
ſapleſs and dry ) it becamea token againſt the Rebels, 
and ſotheir Murmurings ended(Nazd. 17.10.) And 
I am apt to think, that if ever a Mutiny or Rebel 
lion be to be taken away, it mult be by Ns 
and bloſſoming of Aarons Rod ; for it was by Kpr 
that the- Faftion began, and by his Company that 
it was carried 0n; and therefore by the Rule of con- 
traries, it muſt be by Aon and his. Prieſts defeated. 
Hence faith 'God 'to Moſes (' when he would have 
declined his office for want of an: Aſhiſtant). Is or 
Auron the Levite thy brother ? I know be can ſpeak well, 
and he ſhall be to thee inſtexd of « month, and thow ſhals 
be to himinſtead of a God ( Exod. 4.16: Yintimating, 
thar if Moſes do but interpoſe, and.bychis Authority 
teX Aaron, to keep him fafe in his Office and 
uty that the Faftion diſturb him not; A4arox and 
his Priefts wilt do- the like for Moſes, by Preach 
upthe DoQrine of Obedience, and upanall 
ſhewing the People, that they muſt $5: /abjer?' ro 
Principalities and Powers, or elſe purchaſe to U—nGs 
Damnation, and be thrown for ever, after Dathan 
and Abiram into the Fiery Afſociation of Rebels. 
My Prayer therefore ſhall be, that the Rod ( which 
hath been ſolong taken from Aaroy, may be reftored 
to 


; (35) 
to him again ; and when reſtored ) that it may for * 
ever bloſſom and bud, and fill the face bf the warld 
with fruit; and then I doubt not, but. (as it bap- 
pened to the 1/-«lites, {o ) it; will be to the -Inhabi- 
tants of England, a laſting token; againſt Rebels, 
and their Murmurings thereby be quite taken away. 
And {d we pals from their Crime, | 


2.- To their Puniſhmeat ; [This is that Dathan and 
Abiram who ſtrove 4 Y - Moſes and againſt Aaron ; 
and who for their to ſtriving (as in the ucceeding 
verſe ) were ſent quick 10. deſtruitiow, and thereby 
made a acle and ſign to all after Ages. To 
this judgment che Prophet hath reference, when 
praying againk his enemies, he faith, Ler them go 
down to Hell ( Plalm $55. 1 $1) ; Now theſe things were 
our examples (\aith the Apoltle) and were written for 
our qamonition; that we remembring what was. 
dong by and upon 'theſe fingers here, may take care 
of doingand becoming like them ; every 0ne of theth 
(by the Sign and SpeQacle they are made ) Predch- 
ing this Leſſion to all that come after, Ti; as #u3- 
apa.wy tvorCa; #5-w, Letevery one that looks up unto 
me (behe a Leviteas was Kprah; a Laymeanas were 
Dathan and Abiram; famour'or infamous in the Con- 
gregation ) for ever beware of being ' Seditious. 
againſt their Prieſts, or of ng Rebels againſt their 
Prince, leſt the earth oper, and the fire in like man- 
ner conſume them, But paſſing by the puniſhment 
which ſeized upon their Perſons, look we only at: 
preſent (as much more proper to our purpoſe.) to 
what happened to- their Names and Poſterity ;: a 
Conſideration perhaps no lels influential with ſome,. 
to deter from the (ins than the former. And in order 


hereunto remark we, 1. That. 
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1. That Sedition and Rebellion, are two. ſuch 

ſins, that they deſervedly ſtain the memory of the 
engagers in them with perpetual Infamy, -and dif- 
grace; their Names muſt never after be mentioned 
without their Crimes ; their Eſcutcheons mult have 
their blot, their Arms a bar, their greatneſs an al- 
lay ; ſomething or other to make them infamous, 
for having once been famous. This, this i that 
Dathan and Abiram | This by way of contempt and 
[- diſgrace ; This whom all Records muſt ſtigmatize, 
all Chronicles defame, all good men loath; This who 
if but caſually nam'd, muſt he ſpat at, ſpoke againſt, 
and made olion to ; for the crimes they 
have been guilty of. The like may every way be 
| obſerved of Jeroboam; who for turning Rebel to his 
Lawful Soveraign, and for renouncing and caſting 
off the Prieſthood, and Service of the Temple, to 
become a King himſelf. And ito have Service, and 
Prieſts 'of his own, (ſins ſcarce ever forgiven, but 
never in Hiſtory to be forgotten ) is faid' to have 
taught Iſrael to' ſm; and for his fo doing can never 
afrer be mentioned ( though often and often in 
Scripture nam'd without a record of that his wick- 
edneſs affixt, with a This is that Jeroboam the ſon of 
Nebat, who taught Iſrael to ſin, Cuſtomary it was 
among the Jews, at the naming the name of Hamer, 
to. beat their fiſts upon the P/anchers where they 
were, as if it had been upon Haemar's head ; 'not 
willing that fuch an enemy to Religion, and one 
that had deſerved ſo illof it, ſhould have a naming 
| among them, without a blow at the ſame time (af 
k roſſible ) to brain him. Now the reft of the Atts of 
| Zymri, and his Treaſon that he wrought, are they not 
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written in the Chronicles of the Kings of Iſrael ( 1 Kim. 
16. 20.); ſuch ſort of ſinners muſt not off the ſtage 
and have their memories preſerved, unleſs it be to 
keep up their wickedneſs, and therewith their pu- 
niſhments, for an admonition to us that we be not 
in Our generations like unto them. And wherefore 
then is it, O Son of Dathan! that thou canſt glory in 
thine or thy fathers ſhame ? That thou canit boaſt 
of the mutinies thou haſt made, of the battels thou 
haſt been engaged in, of the murders thou haſt 
therein committed ? Doſt thou think that thoſe arms 
( thoſe Spears, which hang up as Trophies by thee 
of thy wickedneſs) do, or can give luſtre to thy 
name, or add any merit to thy family * Nay, cant 
thou imagine, that thoſe ſinners upon whom the 
tower of Siloam fell, or rather thoſe ſinners whole 
limbs are yet upon the Tower, were ſinners above 
all other men ? I tell you nay, but except you repent, 
ze ſhall all likewiſe periſh. Remark we 


2. That Sedition and Rebelion are two ſuch (ins, 
that God uſually puniſheth unto the third and fourth 
generation, unleſs by their poſterity they be repented 
of. Here you ſhall find the whole family of Dathaz 
and Abiram to be cut off; they and all that apper- 
tain'd unto them, their wives, and their ſons, and their 
little children, ( Num.16.27.) Inſomuch that when 
the land was to be divided among the reſpective fa- 
milies of 1/rae/,there was not one of the families either 
of Dathan or Abiramto be found (Num.26.) ; which 
ſhews, that they all dyed with, for, or under their 
fathers ſins. Nay, look into the next Chapter, and 


you ſhall find the daughters of Ze/ophehad (ehough 
I their 
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their father was dead) pleading for his inheritance, 
and uſing this for an __ why they ſhould not 
be overlook'd nor paſs'd by in the diviſion, becauſe 
though dead, yet he dyed in his own fin and not in 
the company with Dathan and Abiram ; Our father 
dyed in the wildernefl, and he was not in the company 
of Korah, but dyed in his own ſim (v.3.) ;. intimating 

that if he had been guilty of the Treaſon, or had 


been in the Conſpiaacy with thoſe Traitors. and Re- - 


bels, his name had worthily been ſtruck out of the 
genealogy, and his poſterity juſtly difinherited, and 
made objects of ſcorn, contempt and yp to all 
after ages. The ſons indeed of Kyra either were 
not ingag'd in, oratleaſt repented them of their fa- 
thers fin ; and therefore it1s ſad ( in the ver/e fave 
one ſucceeding my Text) that the children of Kprah 
dzed not : nay, they not only ſurviv'd the deſolation, 
but they kept their office in {/r4e/; for their genealo- 
gy is reckoned, their poſterity appointed by David 
to be Singers in the houſe of the Lord, they had 
many Pſalms dedicated to them, of them came 
Savmel the Prophet, and Heman who with his off- 
ſpring were fingers (1 Chrox.6.); and I dare ſay 
there is no man living who wiſheth well either to 
Moſes or to Aaron, that envies theirs or any other 
man's reconciliation or preferment. We know, and 
we deſire that the ſons integrity may expiate for their 
fathers ſedition, and their after Loyalty for all for- 
mer Rebellions; here is joy in heaven { as our Saviour 
telleth us) ever one ſinner that. repemterh, and our 
trouble rather is,that there are not more, as great an 
appearance of them as ever march'd againſt their 


King, or quarrel'd their Prieſts : I ſhould then turn: 
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my Sword into a Plough-ſhare, my Steleteuticks into 
Euges, my reproofs into Pzans ; I would bleſs the 
day, and enter it not into my Rubrick ( that perhaps 
may ſeem too bloody ) but into my Calendar (which 
hath its «tros as well as albos dies) that ever I aw 
ſuch a reformation ; and inſtead of rearing up gib- 
bets with Heman, I would venture my life with 
Heſter (were my 1ntereſt like hers) to lead ſuch 
Morgec ates tothe King : but ſince I ſee, that the dog 
returns unto his vomit, and that not only the pa- 
rents have eaten ſowre grapes, but that their childrens 
teeth are ſet on edge by them, T hope it will not be amiſs 
tocall unto ſuch to repent leſt the tower of Siloam: 
fall alſo upon them, and they likewiſe periſh in the 

ainſaying of Koreh. For my part, had I been the 
on of a Kprah, of a Dathan or Abiram, and had not 
repented me of my fathers fins, yea, and givena ſuff- 
cient demonſtration to the world of that my repen- 
tance, I ſhould dream of nothing but of murdered 
Biſhops and of martyr'd Kings, of Whitehal Scaffolds 
and of Edghill fights ; Cromwel and Bradſhaw in their 
blood and armour would be all I ſhould fee ;  Cer- 
tainly the moſt miſerable Caititt whom the earth 
hath not as yet ſwallowed, or whoſe limbs the juſtice 
of God hath not exalted to be a ſpeCtacle to Angels 
and men ; I ſhould fanihte every corps I couch, would 
bleed ; mes em I tread upon, would cry out like 
Abel's againſt me; TI ſhould conclude an' hoſt of 
Loyalifts and Churchmen always behind me, chace- 
mg me tothe judgment-ſcat togive an account of my 
actions ; but how others do or can harden themſelves, 
unleſs they be their fathers own ſons ia principles as 
in blood, I know not, may perhaps pity, but (Iam 
32. T I 2 afraid 
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afraid ) never reform. And yet verily there is a ge- 
neration of men in the world who need none of this 
' repentance-;z who have been neither enemies to their 
King nor oppoſers of their Prietts ; who in the heat 
of the mutiny have been neither Schiſmaticks with 
Kyorah, nor Rebels with Dathan ; but fidi Achates, 
truſty and Loyal Subjefts ; good old Barzillai's, who 
are feign ( God knows ) to be content with their o/ins 
meminiſſe, their wounds and ſcars, and dy'd gar- 
ments from Bozrah ; the ſervices they have done, 
and the ſufferings they have undergone ; yea, and 
others who following their fathers ſteps, have fought 
with beaſts at Epheſus, ventur'd at the densof Lyons, 
ſtood the ſhock of Schiſmatical envy and Democra- 
tical fury ; and whenever the records be ſearch'd, I 
wiſh their names and their merits may not be over- 
look'd. But and if this be that Dathan and Abiram, 
or if theſe be the ſons of that Dathan and Abiram, 
whoſe names are to be branded to all poſterity for 
their Schiſmatical rebellious doings, what ought to 
be done to thoſe that have been thus faithful agd 
loyal, valiant and ſerviceable, ever ſtriving againſt 
the ftrivers, and ( as need-requir'd ) reſiſting the re- 
fiſters unto blood ? Verily, Silver and Gold I have 
none, but what I have, give I heartily unto you; 
may the bleſſing therefore of Azron and of his rod 
fall upon you, and follow you ; may the King of Je- 
ſburun ( whoſe Champions and worthies you have 
been ) with his oyl and his fatneſs reward you, and 
(when the day of account comes) may you never 
be found Rebels to your God, more than you have 
been unto-your King, Remark we 


3. That 
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J. That Sedition and Rebellion are two ſuch ſins 
that will deſtroy the whole fabrick of Government 
though never fo well rear'd, and run it eftſoon into 
confuſion and flavery, ifnot timely and carefully pre- 
vented. They'l divide the houſe, and if the houſe 
be divided, truth it felf will tell us, that it cannot 
ſtand. Humanity will turn into cruelty, natureand 
friepdſhip into FaQtion and. fury; to- kill one ano- 
ther will be called valour, to-dilobey the King ac- 
counted loyalty ; plain robbery and oppreſſion the 
beſt of zeal and Religion; the Sword ( the bloody, 
heedleſs, devouring Sword) the only Lord Chief 
Juſtice of the La We ſhall ſoon ſee an. over- 
throw of all order and Law, a' confuſion in our 
duties both. to God and man, and a Kingdom ( which 
for its-pleaſure may be a Paradiſe, for its Light a 
Goſhen, for its plenty a Canaan) chang'd into a 
Chaos, a worler Chaos than that which the world 
came out of; for a word put an end to that ( God 
ſpake, and the world was made, Plalm 38. 9.) ; nay, 
God divided the light from the darkneſs, and he call-d the 
light day, and the darkneſs he called night, and the Eve- 
ning and the Morning were the firſt Day: (Gen: 1. 5.) 
But if theſe take place, Evening and Morning will 
be both alike, we may know their beginning, but 
- never their ending; darkneſs and horror of darkneſs ! 
till we our ſelves: ( if we be not careful ) fall thereby 
into the pit of darkneſs. Wherefore let me per- 
{wade you (you who are this day to- number the 
people, and to view the ſeveral inheritances among 
us, that there be no Mutineer nor Rebel 1n our 
Tribes or families, ). 


To: 
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To be careful and jealous in that your enquiry, 
that none ſuch paſs your Tribunal ; much leſs go off 
from you with Ceremony and Complement ( too 
cuſtomary a thing with ſome ). as if you were lovers 
.of their Nation, and would _ _ Syna- 
ues. Iris not their being an holy Co 10n 
4 will make them Fai hoy ens Sedirious ) 
Holy ; neither will your puniſhing them be a flay- 
ing the people of the Lord, We live (you lee) in 
an age tull of Sedition and Conſpiracy, where nei- 
ther our Moſes can well keep his Crown upon his 
head, nor our Aaron his Ephod upon his brealt ; the 
Seditious Levite ona one hand, the Rebellious -Rew- 
benite on the other, are ſo induſtrioully concern'd 
in the undermining and ſupplanting them both, 
that if heaven interpoſe-not to defend the one and 
to root out the other, both _— and Aaron, Prieſt- 
hood and Government muſt fink and fall together, 
Wherefore to your reſpeCtive Stations and Chap ; 


and know 


1. That Dathans Confpiracy is ſtill on foot in the 
land, alive and alive like to be. The Cauſe (faith 
one of our late Regicides ) lies in the boſom of 
Chriſt, and as ſure as Chriſt aroſe, the Cauſe will 
riſe again: I believe (faith another of them, 
no Prophet than the former ) that at long run- 
ning-there is not a man that fears the Lerd, will 
have any reaſon to be forrowful for engaging in the 
Cauſe ; for though the Lord hath been pleaſed to 
let it be as it were the Sun-ſetting for a night, yet 
it will certainly ariſe next Moraing very glo- 

riouſly 
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riouſly again, Neither was it | (for ought that 1 
cand find) ever thorowly brow-beaten, or hiſfs'd 
off the ; - Theſe (faith the publiſhers of their 
death ) all dy*'d in the Faith; Saints who through 
Faith of the Goſpel have entered into reſt. Nay, 
who of the Company of them ( eſpecially if they 
were famous either in the Aſſembly or in the Con- 


gregation } ever went unto their graves ( from: 


that day to this) without an Herſe full of Scri- 
pture Scutcheons, and Rehgious Labels ? ' The me- 
mory of the Fuſt is bleffed, precious in the fight of 


the Lord is the death of his Saints ; enough togive- 


credit to the worſt of Cauſes, and to draw all the 
Saints of the land after them : And yet ( with hor- 
ror 'be it ſpoken) ſome of them have had their 


bowels burnt alive, and went down into the earth 


like Dathary ; others of them liv'd and dy'd in the 
eompany of Kprah, and never repeated them of their 
fins though ſtained with the. blood of the beſt of 
Kings, and the devouteſt of Prelates. Shall I 
re-mind you of what one of the Kprathizes till 
living hath ſaid of himſelf? That he hath often 
ſearched into his heart whether he did Lwfully 
engage in the late War againſt the King, or did 


well to encourage ſo y_ thouſands. to ir; and 
ſee. that he was miſftaken-in 


that he cannot as yet 
the Cauſe, neither dares he repent of it, nor for- 


bear to do the ſame if it were to do again;. And' 


et this man lives and repents him not ; -nay, hach 


Sedition as of old, and with whom thouſands 


of the Dathenites and Abiramites of the land do: 


Confederate ; whereby you may {ee the ſtubborn- 


s Company with bim ſtill, ro whom he _ 


nels: 


ps 
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neſs and hopes of the Faftion, and how the good 
Old Canſe will go on, if God by his judgments, and 
the 'Magiſtrate by his care and feverity 'prevent 
it not.” Awake and know, ' ff (1 


2. That the Cauſe not; only lives, but there are 


multitudes in the Land, . ready fixt and PERL to 
carry it-on: diſſatisfied Reabenites, who for their 
own, or | ther [fathers ſins have loſt their offices, 
their honours, [their birth-rights; and perhaps not 
a few of them neither even among the very' Senators 
of the 'Land, who (by their having been there ) 
gather hopes to' recover the. greatneſs they have loſt; 
at leaſt to make themſelves: too great ever after to 
be 'cruſhed, or degraded again. But lodge they 
where they will, T will be bold to ſay, they are all of 
the Company 'of Kprah, frequenters of his Tents, 
or. lovers of "are let bur-his Conventions 
be ſearched, and you will fiad'them all ; for of this 
ſort are they which' creep into houſes ( 2 Tim. 3. 6. ). 
However of ſuch pernicious influence they have 
been, that it will be difficult to ſay whether the Bar- 
rels of Powder. once under the Senate, or the Con- 
venticles, afterwards adjoyning, have been' the 'moſt 
fitted and adapted'to blow it up; of indeed whether 
Fanx with his Dark Lanthorn and his Match in his 
hand, or theſe with their New /jehts and their white 
and. black Capsor their heads,: are the-moſt likely 
to do the mifchief'; - pardon the expreſſion, ' but 
aſſuredly I my ſelf in my. days of Curioſity, have 
heard ſuch dangerous Politions, ſuch Fiery concluli- 
ons, ſuch\\ Flambeau Divinity vented in thoſe 
Aﬀembblies, ithat I never” read:nor met with the like 
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in Belormin, M. Reynolds, nor the worſt of 
Feſvite. Let the Pillar then” ftand for” a lafting 
Monument, -to inſtru all thas paſs by where the 
Fire{ that» confumed"the Ciry» and* impoveriſhed 
the' {Nation ) firſt began; but there are and have 
been! of late fo many incendiaries ( Firers ofthe City 
and Country ) for I took upon-evety Conventicley to 
be one, that ifa Column were to be ereCted at every 

lace where the Nation hath been enflam'd, we 
ould not have Purſe nor Piety enough to ereCt 
them. Habent & Veſpe favos, It ſeems Waſps as 
well as Bees have got their hives ; but if they be 
ſuffered to breed, and to plant new Colonies, the 
Hony of the Land will ſoon be eaten up, and the 
Bees that ſhould gather new deſtroy'd. Wherefore 
awake, awake, you Cengfins of the Age, { you mea 
of Loyalty and of ſtrength) and know that the Phili- 
ſtins are upon you, think not that to Addreſs your 
ſelves to your King, to Congratulate his late pre- 
ſervation is Loyalty enough ; the better way in theſe 
times of Conſpiracy to expreſs it, will be to Addreſs 
your ſelves unto his huſſngfs ; Fo Tize the Tents of 
Dathan, and to ſtatter we Company of Kprah: for 
aſſuredly, if Kprah hath his Company, Dathan will 
have his, and it ſhall not be long ere both of them 
take Men, May the God therefore of Peace, who 
ftilleth the raging of the Sea, and the madneſs of the 
People, whoſe is the Kingdom and the Power, and 
who fent-his Son-ro reconeite The world into himſelf, 
and each one therein unto the other, make us all 
to be of one mind and of one tongue ; and through the 
aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, to live in the true faith 
and fear of God, in humble Obedience to our Kjng, in 
K brotherhy 
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 brotherly love and Charity owe to another, that there may 


be no more Schiſms nor Conſpiracies among us, but 
that we' may ( all and every one of us) obey them 
that have the rule over us, and ſubmit our ſelves to 
them. who _— our ſouls. To whom three Per- 
ſons, one God, be alcribed all Honour, Glory, 
Power, Adoration gow and for ever. Amez. 
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